
N O V E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 2 3

Student Free Day on Monday & Cup Day

Next Monday 6 November is a student free curriculum day. Staff
will all be working on writing their end-of-year reports. This is
followed by the Melbourne Cup public holiday on Tuesday 7
November.
This means that all students get a four day weekend! This comes at
a good time in the middle of what is always a really busy term 4.
Hopefully everyone is able to have a rest and reset, ready for the
final push of school to finish the year!
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Class Structure & Parent Requests for 2024

Soon our staff will begin the process of allocating students
to their classes for 2024. This is an involved and
complicated process that we do with the utmost care and
consideration. Each year we strive to create class groups
that have a balance of genders, friendships, academic
needs, and social/emotional needs. We welcome a parent
voice in this – if you have a specific request for the
placement of your child, please send me an email outlining
this. 

My email is: jake.laurie@education.vic.gov.au

We try to accommodate parent requests where possible,
however in a school our size, with generally only two class
options to choose between, there are always compromises.
With this in mind, parent requests are not guaranteed.
Students will of course also have a voice in this process and
will be asked to nominate up to five friends they would like
to be placed with. It is probably a good idea to start having
this conversation with your child at home.

We will have 7 classes in 2024 comprising of:

Prep, 1/2, 1/2, 3/4, 3/4, 5/6, 5/6

Our staffing profile for next year is still yet to be finalized,
with only Kelly Watson confirmed as the Prep teacher.

mailto:jake.laurie@education.vic.gov.au
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Micah is going to the state championships! 

Our incredible para-athlete, Micah Friend is competing today at
the State Primary School Track and Field Championships in three
different events: Shotput, 100m and 800m. It has been a huge
effort to get this far, and no matter where he places today, we are
all so proud of him! Check out the photo below of him laden with
medals at the recent Regional Finals!

 
Also congratulations to our other athletes Lili D, Sol, Billy,
Finlay P and Miranda who did an amazing job at Regionals and
came away with some new PB’s!
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Art Show

Preparations are in full swing for next week’s art show, scheduled for the evening of
Thursday 9 October. This is always a beautiful community event in which our
students get to showcase their incredible talents through a range of works
completed over the year. There will also be some accompanying live music
performances. The show runs from 5.00 – 7.30pm.
We are still seeking further donations of art supplies for the raffle. We have a drop-
off point at the office. I’m looking forward to a super fun night!

Treasuring our Trees

Treasuring our Trees are a local
organisation who received
funding to create a variety of
community-focused projects
from fallen timber that rescued
from the big storm in 2021. We
are fortunate to be one of the
schools to have partnered with
Treasuring our Trees, and last
week received delivery of
stunning new pieces of
furniture. Check out our new
“yarning circle”, currently
located in the library, and our
stunning new boardroom table
located in our staffroom. We
also received a stunningly
crafted ‘waterfall table’ from
local artist Ryan Vanderhorst.
I’m sure that these pieces will
be loved for decades to come.
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Groove Foundations Concert

Last Wednesday our brave and talented student musicians graced the stage for
an exceptional night of entertainment. There was such a variety of genres and
musical instruments, and such a warm feeling of support amongst the audience.
We have students from Prep through to Grade 6 performing. If your child would
like to learn an instrument and take individual lessons at school next year,
contact Jordan at the following email: groovefoundations@gmail.com

mailto:groovefoundations@gmail.com
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MERIT AWARDS

WEEK 3  

Prep       Albert
1/2C        Hannah
1/2J        Rosie & Sophia
3/4A       Harley

3/4S                    Finn
5/6A                    Syd & Emma
5/6M                   Levi & Lennox
Art                       Felix

WEEK 4

ALL OUR WONDERFUL TEACHERS!!
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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The Rotary Club of Emerald &
District yearly hold an event called
“The Kids Fun Run with Puffing
Billy”.  This event allows for kids
between 3 years old and 12 (split
into 6 age groups) to run with
Puffing Billy and help to raise funds
to support sick children – in the
last three events have seen
donations of $146,000 to Monash
Children’s Hospital and again this
year the money collected will go to
Monash Children’s Hospital –
Cancer Centre. Since it
commenced in 2002,  $721,250 has
been donated to aid children.


