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Happy Easter to all of our wonderful families. Hopefully everyone is able to
enjoy some family time this long weekend and take stock of how lucky we are
to live within such a caring community and stunning natural environment.

Term 1 has been so successful at our school, with students working hard,
making huge leaps in their learning and having so much fun. Some highlights
have been our World of Maths day, House Sports day, 5/6 Camp, Pancake day
and the District Swimming Carnival.
The last couple of weeks I’ve missed being at school with a health issue that
landed me in hospital for a few days. Whilst feeling terrible that I couldn’t be at
work getting things done for our kids, it was good to be reminded of what an
incredible team of teachers and support staff we have at Mount Dandy PS.
Everyone stepped up in so many ways and our school continued to work and
thrive in my absence. 
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School Holidays

Thursday 6 April (tomorrow) is the last day of Term 1, with Good Friday being
a public holiday. Please note that school will finish at the usual time of
3.30pm. In the past we have finished an hour early on the last day of terms 1,
2 & 3, and two hours early on the last day of term 4. This adds up to a whole
day’s instruction time across the year. With this in mind, in 2023 we will finish
each last day of term at 3.30pm and have the official “last day” of the year
before Christmas as a student free day. Students will still have the same
amount of teaching and learning time across the year. 
Term 2 will begin on Monday 24 April. Please note that Tuesday 25 April is the
ANZAC day public holiday, thus a student free day.

Easter Hat Parade

There has bustle of crafting across the mountain this week, creating
spectacular head pieces for our annual Easter Hat Parade. This will be
happening from 9am on Thursday morning, with parents welcome to come
and enjoy the fun. There will be prizes for hats across a range of categories.
We will also draw our Easter raffle later in the day. What a great way to end
the term!

Library Update

A huge thanks to those parents that recently helped us empty the remaining
items from our library. The whole library has now been freshly painted and is
looking super fresh, bright and clean. In the first week of Term 2 we are
having the new carpet being laid. We are so grateful for one of our school’s
super Dads, Jamie Scott, for donating his time and skills to put the carpet
down. The new furniture has been ordered and will hopefully be delivered
early next term. It’s been a long haul of fixing leaks and structural issues, but
we are almost there!



A P R I L  5 ,  2 0 2 3

Chestnut Picking
 

The Chestnut Festival is fast approaching, and the time has come for us to collect the key
ingredient – CHESTNUTS! This festival is the biggest annual fundraiser for our school and needs a
big community effort to pull off. The funds raised last year have directly paid for our library
renovation. Below are details for this year’s picking days. These are always fun community days
where you can bring along the kids, chat with friends and enjoy some beautiful local properties. 
Please remember that we enter these properties at our own risk and parental supervision is
paramount AT ALL TIMES. 

Please bring along your gardening gloves, a bucket, closed shoes, snacks & water 
* Extreme diligence around the new dam at the Olinda property please 

* Parental supervision is necessary when children are using the trampoline. There is to be
only one child at a time, and it is requirement that shoes are to be removed when jumping.

 
Week 1 (second week of school holidays)

SUN 16th APR 10am-1pm Olinda 
MON 17th APR 10am-1pm Olinda 

TUE 18th APR 10am-2pm Emerald 
WED 19th APR 9am-12pm Olinda 

THUR 20th APR 9am-12pm Olinda 
FRI 21st APR 9am-12pm Olinda 

SAT 22nd APR 10am-2pm Emerald 
SUN 23rd APR 10am-1pm Olinda

 
Week 2

MON 24th APR 10am-1pm Olinda 
TUE 25th APR 10am-2pm ANZAC Day Emerald 

SAT 29th APR 9.30am - 1pm Olinda 
SUN 30th APR 9.30am - 1pm Olinda

 
Week 3

TUE 2nd MAY 9.30am-12.30pm Olinda 
WED 3rd MAY 9.30am-12.30pm Olinda

 
Please contact the following parents for location details:

Jo 0400 618 691 
Sophie 0413 724 538 
Fiona 0425 750 772 
Jody 0430 051 888
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Harmony Day on March 21 is a uniquely Australian celebration which promotes
harmony and unity among all cultures.  
We made a whole school display - each child making their own unique smile to
decorate.
We ALL smile in the same language at Mount Dandenong.
 

HARMONY DAY 
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CAKE STALL
 

As we all know, our beloved Chestnut Festival will be going ahead on Sunday 7 May and it’s
time to start to think about baking for the cake stall. After several requests from the last
Chestnut festival for gluten free cakes and vegan cakes, I thought it would be best to send
some recipes for these for those of you who are willing to take these on. Otherwise a
conventional cake, cupcakes, cookies, honey joys or whatever can create would be
wonderful. Below are links to some great recipes for vegan and gluten free cakes to give you
some inspiration:
https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/vegan-cake-recipes
https://www.taste.com.au/baking/galleries/15-simply-stunning-gluten-free-cakes/s91IFqal

A paper plate will be sent home with your child with a checklist of ingredients a week before
the festival. We would be appreciative if you could bake a cake or two and either bring them
to school in the afternoon on Friday 5 May or just bring them along to the cake stall Sunday 7
May at the festival. 
We will also be placing a roster for the cake stall at the front office at the start of next term
and would love you to donate your time to this. The cake stall is super easy and fun to be on.
Here’s to a fabulous Chestnut festival! 

Many thanks,
Ros Mackay
Cake stall co-ordinator.
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One of our most popular fundraising activities for the year is the Lucky Jars stall at the Chestnut
Festival.  This year, we are again asking our Wonder Community to donate as many Lucky Jars as you
can!
  
To create a Lucky Jar, simply recycle an empty jar from home (making sure it is clean, dry and doesn't
smell!)  Next, fill it with fun inexpensive goodies such as small toys, marbles, wrapped sweet treats,
pencils, ribbons, craft items, balloons, footy cards, nail polish - anything teeny tiny and fun that can fit
into a jar.  It is great to see kids creating these jars at home, can we just ask that parents do a bit of
'quality control' on these before returning to school (eg. please no half-used rubbers or scrunched up
pieces of paper, think things your child would like to receive).

https://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/vegan-cake-recipes
https://www.taste.com.au/baking/galleries/15-simply-stunning-gluten-free-cakes/s91IFqal
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The following event is well worth attending and many students from our school have enjoyed
viewing the open studios and participating in some of the activities over the weekend with their
family. 
Please check the website https://openstudios.org.au/ for further information.

Immerse yourself in the beauty of the Dandenong Ranges, explore your passion for art and
learn from the makers hidden in the hills.  Celebrate 20 years of Dandenong Ranges Open
Studios. 

You will find an amazing array of workshops, demonstrations and events held over the
weekend in the artist studios. Some fees may apply, and bookings are essential, head to the
events page to book.

https://openstudios.org.au/


MERIT AWARDS

Prep K
1/2C
1/2J
3/4A
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5/6A
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Japane
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Ida
Frankie
Rosie
James 
Ryan
Jack
Harry
Harry
Flynn
Bailey
Jack
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
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Advertisements placed in this newsletter are placed in good faith. The school however is not responsible for the quality of goods and services offered.
The placement of advertising is provided as a community service and the school does not endorse any products listed.


