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Open Night
Tonight we invite our families and wider community to join us at school for an evening of
learning and exploration. From 6pm to 8pm there will be a range of games, activities and
experiments to get involved with. We are really proud of what our students and teachers do
here and this is a great opportunity to enjoy some learning with your child and see what
makes goes on here every-day.

Student Free Day
This Friday 10 June is a student free day. This is a Professional Practice Day which has been
mandated by the department. Teachers will be onsite and working on assessment analysis,
curriculum planning and report writing.
Monday 13 June is a public holiday for the Queen’s birthday.
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Storm Anniversary
This Thursday 9 June marks the one-year anniversary since the huge storm that ripped
through our beautiful hills. Many in our community continue to be impacted from this
event, and whilst it was a traumatic time, we feel it is important to acknowledge the
journey our school community has been on over the past 12 months.
We will be marking the anniversary at school with an assembly on Thursday morning and
the symbolic planting of a native Austral Mulberry tree by our student leaders. At the
assembly, we will hear reflections from students, and will welcome Julia Hall, author of
"The Big Storm" and founder of Rescue Logs. She will be talking to us about the book and
acknowledging the contribution our students made to the publication through their
artworks.
Please feel free to join us from 9am.

Attitudes to School Survey
This week students from years 4-6 will participating in the Attitudes to School Survey
(AToSS). The AtoSS is an annual student survey offered by the Department of Education
and Training to assist our school to gain an understanding of students' perceptions and
experience of school. Students will be asked about their thoughts and feelings in relation
to their school, their learning, peer and family relationships, resilience, bullying, mental
health and wellbeing, physical activity, and life in general. Your child will be invited to
complete the survey online during class time using a purpose built secure online survey
tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Please note:
• Student participation in the survey is voluntary and students may withdraw at any time.
• The survey will take around 20-45 minutes to complete.

Swimming
Our 3/4s and 5/6s have school swimming lessons in the last week of the term, 20 – 23 June.
This is hugely subsidised by the education department, with an expectation that all
students attend. It is under $20 for lessons and bus combined! Bargain! We will be
travelling by bus each morning to the indoor heated pool in Kilsyth. If you are yet to pay
for this through compass, we need to finalise this for our booking asap.
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Morning Move for Mind
In term 1 our 5/6 students participated in this program, and we are excited to
share that the 3/4 students will also get this opportunity in term 3.
Morning Move for Mind (MM4M) is a mindfulness and health program.
MM4M aims to:
• increase physical activity,
• provide practical coping strategies to reduce stress and anxiety levels, and
• increase resilience among primary school aged children.
The program is delivered as part of the Department of Education's Respectful
Relationships curriculum and encourages children to achieve the National
physical activity guidelines of 60 minutes of moderate physical activity daily.

Enrolments for 2023
We already have some enrolments for Prep next year which is very exciting! If you
know any families in our community who have a child looking to start school in
2023, please encourage them to contact the school and book in a personal tour.
We also encourage those school families with younger siblings who will be in
prep next year to enrol sooner rather than later. This helps significantly with
workforce and class planning, which starts next term.

Jake
Acting principal

JUNE

8,

2022

Some maths fun!
Have a go at the following maths challenge with your child!

The Brownie Problem
After making some delectable brownie batter, you poured it into a rectangular pan, and baked it in the oven.
As the brownies were left to cool down on the bench, a hungry child walks by and cuts out a rectangular
section of brownie somewhere in the pan and eats it.
You want to equally share the brownie later on with a friend, using only a single straight cut.
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Message from Lynne
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MERIT AWARDS

WEEK 6
Prep K - Rosie & Evelyn
1M Emeryk
2JS Arlo
2C Brandon
3/4A - Spencer
3/4S - Harley
5/6A - Ethan
Art Sophia
Hazel & Evie
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Vale - John Burgan
15 February 1942 - 25 May 2022
John Burgan was a teacher at Mount Dandenong Primary School from 1981-2017.
In 2019, he was recognised by the Victorian Government for 55 years’ service in education. That could be
stretched to 60 years, taking into consideration he started teachers college in 1959 and was employed until
2019. In his first year of teaching, John taught at seven schools, as part of his teaching rounds. During the
1960s and 70s, John taught at primary schools such as Bullengarook East, West Melbourne, Beverley Hills,
Ringwood and Doncaster Park.
He joined Mount Dandenong for the start of 1981 from Yering, where he was head teacher from 1978-80. John
taught predominantly upper grades in his time at Mount Dandenong. He was vice-principal for most of the
1980s, principal for the first half of 1988 and became a level one teacher in 1991.
John played a critical role in helping to secure the ‘new’ school in the early 1990s and was instrumental in
Mount Dandenong’s centenary celebrations/100-year history in 1997. He also implemented a range of
programs, including environmental studies and was a leader on school camps to Lake Eppalock and Wilson’s
Promontory. He was also heavily involved in grade six productions. John was also a special assistance
resource teacher, art teacher, physical education teacher and was Sports Association Secretary. In October
1999, he ‘retired’, but continued to teach at Mount Dandenong, along with several other schools from 2000-04.
From 2005-17, he taught reading recovery at Mount Dandenong and became a popular ‘grandfather’ figure for
school children. He provided guidance and wisdom to many colleagues, parents and people around the
Mount Dandenong community.
After the passing of his wife Bev in August 2016, John was forced to take leave due to prostate cancer in April
2017, followed by a stroke in August 2017 and a major stroke in October 2017. Sadly, John was unable to
return home and continue his love of teaching. He resided at Sherbrooke (Menarock) in Upper Ferntree Gully
from October 2017 until May 2022. He passed away on 25 May 2022 at Monash Hospital. He was 80 years old,
celebrating his milestone on 15 February 2022. John was a much-loved figure around the Mount Dandenong
community and loved enormously by his family and friends. He will be missed by many.
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