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RETURN TO ONSITE LEARNING
welcome to Term 4 of 2021. We are very excited to welcome our
students back to onsite learning very soon, starting with our
youngest students next week.
We will continue to deliver remote and flexible learning for all
students as we welcome back our students through the state
government's staged return plan. A guide to our staggered
return and health and safety processes was published on
Compass on Tuesday 12 October.
Please ensure you have read this carefully and are aware of the measures and requirements to keep
everyone as safe as possible.
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Drop off and pick up arrangements will return to the drive through loop. Students in Grade 3-6 will be
required to wear face maskes unless they have an exemption. For students in Grades P-2, it is
recommended they wear one as well. I know this will be tricky, but please be reassured that we will do
our best to make this experience as positive as we can. Students are not required to wear masks outside.
Some useful tips for helping your child to wear a mask can be found
In addition, parents will not be allowed onsite. I know this is not how we like to operate, but for the time
being until there are higher levels of vaccination in the community and the new Covid normal has been
established, it is a necessary measure to keep everyone as safe as possible. One of the motivations for
reducing visitors and contacts at school, is also to reduce the possibility of our school needing to close
due to Covid exposure.

Club Connect After School
We were very grateful to receive a Sporting Schools grant to fund after school opportunities for this term.
The restrictions have made this very difficult to implement, but we are hoping that by November we will
be able to operate these outdoor activities for the second part of Term 4.
We have teamed with Football Australia to offer MiniRoos, junior game-based sessions to introduce the
sport of football to newcomers in an inclusive way. It focuses on learning new skills, being active, making
life-long friends and, potentially, unearthing the next generation of Socceroos or Westfield Matildas.
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In addition, we have engaged the Australian Martial Arts Foundation to provide an introductory
Taekwondo program. AMAF’s Martial Arts program has been designed to give kids a fun first taekwondo
experience that gets them moving and provides an introduction to the martial art.
Both programs are aimed at junior students, will be offered after school at no cost. Numbers will be
limited, so if your child is interested keep an eye out for further communication as we know more about
dates and participation numbers.
As always, don’t hesitate to reach out to us
if you need clarification or support.
Warm regards,
Sally

Welcome to Ingrid Meadows
There is a new face in our office every Wednesday. Welcome to Ingrid
who has taken on our administration role. Ingrid is looking forward to
getting to know our students and community as we return to onsite
learning this term. I am sure you will make her feel very welcome.

Parenting in the Digital World – Free Webinar
We would like to invite you to attend a special online
presentation of 'Parenting in the Digital World' hosted by an
eSmart educational expert. Get empowered with skills and
strategies to navigate negativity and promote positivity
both online and offline.
We hope you can login to learn more about this important
issue that is common to us all.
Date: Wednesday 27 October
Time: 8:00 - 8:30 pm
Link to event: https://esmart.page.link/zoom
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Supporting your child to start school in 2022 –
free online information session for parents/carers in Outer East
Starting school at any time can be exciting but also challenging for children and parents. Some children
may have experienced disruptions to their kindergarten attendance due to the COVID-19 pandemic as
well as restrictions to normal life. As a result, parents/carers may be feeling concerned about whether
your child is ready for school. This webinar seeks to support parents and carers to understand what is
involved in a positive transition to school and how this can be supported at home, as well as through
strong links with children’s kindergarten and school.
It will provide information and answers to the following questions:
What is a positive transition to school?
What does school readiness mean?
What can I do to support my child prepare for school?
What if my child has missed a lot of kindergarten?
What if my child is feeling anxious about going to school?
Where can I find more information?
Presented by: Louise Dorrat and Debbie Cole, who have extensive experience in early childhood
education, including supporting parents and advising teachers about the transition to school.
When: Wednesday 10 November, 7pm – 8pm
Register: Supporting your child to start school in 2022 - Outer East Tickets, Wed 10/11/2021 at 7:00 pm |
Eventbrite

Warmest Regards

Sally.
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Hi from Lynne
Well as we enjoy a beautiful sunny day today at last we can start to think about our students
returning to school in the next few weeks. In talking with students and parents over the past few
weeks there are many mixed responses – some so keen to get back to school and others a little
more hesitant ( parents and students!) We have been a long time in lockdown and getting back into
the swing of being back at school may take some adjusting.
Just a couple of things from me....
Seasons Program the Seasons Program is an evidence based program designed to help student
manage change and loss. ( see www.goodgrief.org.au) The last 2 years seem to have provided us
with many opportunities to learn about that up in the hills !
I will start facilitating our Seasons program with small groups of students shortly after we return to
school. This will enable all groups to be complete by the end of the year. I am working with teachers
to choose times for students to be out of class that is the least disruptive to children’s learning and
participation in class. The Seasons Program will run for 50 min every week for 4 weeks. Many
students are already registered to participate. I am finalising groups this week. If you would still like
your child to participate it’s not too late! just send me an email and I can forward permission form
etc. Or, if you have forgotten whether you did return that form all those months ago, drop me an
email and I can confirm with you.( lynne.kennedy@mtdandps.vic.edu.au)
Students Catch ups: I will be at school 3 days per week this term. I have been catching up with some
students online during lockdown and many more parents have requested that I check in with their
children on return to school. Going back into the classroom and into friendships groups will be an
easy transition for some students but for others there may be a little apprehension or anxiety about
the return to onsite learning . If you think it would be helpful for me to check in with your child
during the first few weeks of being back just let me know. Checking in with your child may involve a
chat in the playground, a small game with friends, or a short time out of class to relax and
reenergise. Let me know if you would like me to do that. Of course I will keep in contact with you via
email and I am always happy for any parents/carers to drop in for a chat ( Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays)
Fingers crossed for a smooth transition back to the classroom.
Enjoy the sunshine
Lynne
lynne.kennedy@mtdandps.vic.edu.au
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Sunsmart - Term 4
It is that time of year, (commencing Term 4) where we need to pack our school hats into our bags and wear
them during any outdoor play or outdoor lessons such as Physical Education. If your child has not brought their
hat to school, they will be asked to play in the undercover area. Sun protection is required when the UV is at 3 or
higher. Our Sun Smart education extends to children during remote learning at home and there are many ways
to protect your child and yourself from the Sun’s UV rays.
SunSmart and Mt Dandenong PS suggest 5 ways to protect you and your family from the Sun’s UV rays:
1. Slip on a shirt - dress your child in clothing that covers as much skin as possible (e.g. elbow length tops with a
higher neckline or collar and longer style shorts or skirts). Densely woven fabrics are best.

2. Slop on SPF 30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen – your child is encouraged to apply a
generous amount of sunscreen at the start of the day before school, then reapply sunscreen before going out to
lunch play. When sending sunscreen to school, please write your child’s name on the bottle. At home we
encourage you to apply sunscreen to your child before going outside daily and reapply as needed.

3. Slap on a hat – one that protects the face, neck and ears such as a broad brimmed, legionnaire or bucket style
hat. Peak caps do not offer enough protection and are not recommended by SunSmart. Please help your child
remember to bring and wear their approved sun hat to school, which is a broad brimmed hat. When you are
enjoying outdoor activities in the community, please remember to wear your hat.
4. Seek shade – choose shady spots for play whenever possible.

5. Slide on some sunglasses – if your child brings sunglasses to school, please ensure they are clearly marked
with your child’s name. It is a recommendation that Sunglasses are labelled AS 1067 and cover as much of the
eye area as possible. At home we encourage children to wear their sunglasses when they are outside.
* Sun protection times – We don’t need to just wait for hot and sunny days to use sun protection. Check the sun
protection times each day so your family can be protected when they need to be. Daily local sun protection
times and weather details are available on the free SunSmart app or widget, in the weather section of the
newspaper and on the SunSmart website at sunsmart.com.au. Sun protection times can also be found at the
Bureau of Meteorology website and live UV levels are available from ARPANSA.
For further information contact SunSmart: W: www.sunsmart.com.au
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3/4L reporting on our learning from home!
In Term 4,Grade 3/4 are investigating forces and motions for our physical sciences
inquiry topic. So far during remote learning, we have made paper helicopters to
test what type of force is used to help the paper helicopter glide gently to the
ground. We are excited for many more experiments to come!

I
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3/4L REPORTING ON OUR LEARNING FROM HOME!
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MERIT AWARDS

WEEK 1
Prep
1/2C
1/2JS
1/2K
3/4L
3/4S
5/6AM
5/6A
Japanese
Art
Music

Toby
Ari
Tyler
Ruby
Maeve
Lara
Nate
Everyone!
Alice & Henry
Josie & Al
Tahlia

DATES FOR YOUR

CALENDAR
MONDAY

12

WEDNESDAY
13

WEEK 2

11

TUESDAY

14

Prep Info
Night

19

20

FRIDAY
15

Curriculum
Day

21

22

27

28

29

3

4

5

WEEK 3

18

THURSDAY

School
Council

26

WEEK 4

25

2

WEEK 5

1 nov

Cup day
Public
Holiday

WEEK 6

8

9

Prep 2022
Transition 1

10

11

12

SEPTEMBER

15TH

2021

SEPTEMBER

15TH

2021

