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Following a more intense period of concern regarding
COVID-19, we are again permitted to relax some of our
restrictions.
school,
remain

Face

either

masks

indoors
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outside.
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as

longer
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at

Please
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to

much

as

possible,

maintaining 1.5 metres between yourself and others. As
always, any one who visits for more than 15 minutes is
required to sign in at the office, or using one of the QR
codes located on entrances around the school. Thank
you for continuing to respect these safety measures.

It was fabulous to see so many families attend our Welcome Picnic last week. Everyone had a lovely
evening, sharing good conversation and watching the kids playing happily together. The sense of
connectedness to the school, as well as between the families, is very strong at Mt Dandy, and it is
something that our community values highly. Thank you for making our school a very special one to
belong to.
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PARENT HELPERS TRAINING AND INDUCTION SESSION
Just a reminder that if you are interested in helping in your child’s classroom but haven’t volunteered

Thursday
the 4th of March from 10.00 – 11.00 (please note the time change from the last newsletter). This
at our school previously, we invite you to attend a training and induction session tomorrow,

is

an

opportunity

to

learn

how

you

can

support

our

students

and

teachers

in

their

classroom

programs, what the expectations are and how to get involved. If you are considering helping out, or
even if you already do but have not attended our induction session previously, I would love to see you
there. We will meet in the staff room.

BREAKFAST CLUB
Breakfast club is turning out to be quite a success! We are seeing
lots of kids show up on Thursday mornings to enjoy a meal together.
We desperately need some parents to take this on and make it
sustainable for our school though. If you are able to lend a hand,
we would love to put a roster together so that we can distribute the
load of managing the mornings across a number of volunteers.
From Term 2, we would like to run the club on Tuesdays as well. We
have 3 very enthusiastic and competent student leaders who have
really made the Thursdays work well, and they just require some
adult supervision and support to continue the work. If you can help
out, please contact the school to leave your name at the office.

ROAD SAFETY AND CAR PARKING
I have been very concerned to hear of a near miss of a car hitting a student recently, as well as some
reports of impatient driving in and around the school during drop-off and pick-up times. Please
understand that the reason we have rules in place for navigating drop-off and pick-up is to ensure
the safety and protection of your children.
Please respect our protocols regarding using the school crossing to
get to your cars if they are parked on the street, even if that means
walking a longer away around. I kindly request that if you park
away from the school that you cross at our supervised crossing and
walk together to your car. Please do not just cross over the street
at the junction of Farndons, Old Coach and Blythes Roads. While it
may seem quiet, cars can come quickly around the corner and at
the very busy times of drop off and pick up you are placing your
children’s safety at risk by taking this shortcut.
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ROAD SAFETY AND CAR PARKING (CONT.)
Car park etiquette is also much appreciated. If someone if reversing into their spot, please wait for
them to finish, rather than driving around them. Also, student drop-off and pick-up is strictly at the
front of the school on Farndons rd. The main carpark is not to be used for drop off as it becomes
dangerous with cars pulling in and out around pedestrians.

If everyone could please respect these safety rules, slow down and take a little bit more time to get
where you need to go, we will be assured that we are doing our best to minimise the risks to your
children’s safety.

SCHOOL CAPTAINS AND STUDENT LEADERS
Congratulations to all student leaders
who

have

taken

on

a

position

of

responsibility this year. It was a very
proud

assembly

Anthony

2

Raitman,

weeks
Area

ago

when

Executive

at

the DET, presented our leaders with
their badges. While we unfortunate in
not having Minister Merlino attend, the
students

represented

proudly

and

enjoy

the

I

am

sure

various

our
they

school
will

all

opportunities

afforded them this year to grow their
leadership skills.

SETTING EXPECTATIONS AT MDPS
The start of the year is an important time for teachers and students to work together to develop a clear
understanding of how we can be successful within the classroom and the school yard. Each class works
to create their own classroom plan, within which you will find information on how the students agree to
work together towards achieving the school’s mission and vision for learning, as well as how they expect
to treat one another – with respect and care. For students in Grades 1-6, you should have seen your
child’s ‘Classroom Plan’ come home with further information about what this looks like within their class
group. If you would like any further information, please speak to your child’s teacher or view our

Behaviour Management and Wellbeing policies on our school website.
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GROOVE FOUNDATIONS
Students and staff were treated to an exciting performance by the Groove Foundations band at
assembly last Friday. The teachers of piano, guitar, drums, voice and bass rocked with their funky
sound and got everyone moving in their seats. If you would like your child to learn an instrument at
school, please see the contact details for Groove Foundations at the end of the newsletter. There
are still places available at present.

SWIMMING
Congratulations to the swimmers who represented our school at the
district swimming last week, and to those who qualified to move onto the
divisional competition. We proudly had a number of strong competitors
representing us there today. Well done!

Warm regards,

Sally
MT DANDY NEWS
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DATES FOR YOUR

CALENDAR
Friday 5th March

Curriculum Day- No students at school
Monday 8th March

Labour Day Public Holiday
Thursday March 18th

House Sports Day
Saturday 20th March

Working Bee 2pm-4pm
Tuesday 23rd March- Friday 26th March

Grade 5/6 Ballarat Camp
Wednesday 24th March - Friday 26th March

Grade 3/4 Forest Lodge Camp

MT DANDY NEWS

PAGE 6

MARCH

3RD

2021

5/6 AJ

IN THE CLASSROOM WITH

At the start of the year Grade 5/6AJ wrote some evocative and beautiful
pieces about summer holiday memories. Here are a few of them which we
hope you will enjoy reading…

Aquarium
BY KO MEIHUIZEN
On the holidays I went to the city. We went to the Aquarium for four hours. First we saw the most
beautiful fish. They were all the colours you could think of. Next we went to a tunnel of sharks,
mantarays and fish. There were lemon sharks, gummy sharks and blacktips. After the sharks we
saw heaps of jellyfish. There were one centimetre jellyfish that were in a small, clear glass bowl.
There were bigger jellyfish that looked like big, round, squishy blobs with tentacles. There was a
tunnel where you could lie down and there were a million jellyfish but there was a bright light
that almost blinded me. Then we saw the penguins. They were so speedy that we had to run
around to see one.

Water
BY JACK FALLON
As I dipped into the cool, wet water I remembered the first time I stepped into the ocean, how I
felt the feeling of relaxation engulfing my body the further I walked, the strong, powerful
coolness pushing my legs down like a rock getting dropped into a body of water. I could see
boats and cargo ships far into the mist in the long wide ocean, much too far for any human to
swim. As I took my first few steps, I could feel rocks and clams on my feet, sand stuck on my
arms and legs, and there was a bright orange sunset shining through the mist into my eyes. I
could see baby seagulls flying through the warm, dark sky, squawking about as the sun was
setting. I came out of the water with sand filling up the holes between each of my toes, with a hot
feeling on the ground, almost burning my feet. It was nice and calm, warm and sandy.
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Memories
BY AVA MEYER
As I sat in the corner there was the familiar feeling of pages flicking beneath my thumbs as I
searched for the photo. The photo album was made of good quality leather. The patterns
imprinted on the cover were long filled with dust. The photo album was from when Mum and
Dad were young, still working in their first jobs.
As I came near the page I was looking for, I slowed down a little. There, near the back of the
album was the photo. The photo showed my mum laughing near the edge of the picture with my
older brother in her arms. His head was next to hers. My dad was on the other side of the photo.
He looked younger and happier than I had seen him.
I stayed there for a little while, imagining the sound of Mum’s laughter echoing in the woods
behind them. I could almost hear the sound as the leaves thrashed in the wind. Or maybe it was
a still day, not a breath of air to be felt in the world, the dust puffing up into the air then settling
back onto the ground as they carefully stepped through the wood.
I wished I was there that day but I wasn’t even alive then. I sighed as I closed the album and all of
the memories inside it.
The photos waited patiently for another person to open them up again and read the stories
within.

Creek
BY STELLA COTTON
As I dipped into the cool, wet water I remembered the first time I stepped into the ocean, how I
felt the feeling of relaxation engulfing my body the further I walked, the strong, powerful
coolness pushing my legs down like a rock getting dropped into a body of water. I could see
boats and cargo ships far into the mist in the long wide ocean, much too far for any human to
swim. As I took my first few steps, I could feel rocks and clams on my feet, sand stuck on my
arms and legs, and there was a bright orange sunset shining through the mist into my eyes. I
could see baby seagulls flying through the warm, dark sky, squawking about as the sun was
setting. I came out of the water with sand filling up the holes between each of my toes, with a hot
feeling on the ground, almost burning my feet. It was nice and calm, warm and sandy.
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SUNSMART- TERM 1
It is that time of year, (commencing Term 1) where we need to pack
our school hats into our bags and wear them during any outdoor play
or outdoor lessons such as Physical Education. If your child has not
brought their hat to school, they will be asked to play in the undercover
area. Sun protection is required when the UV is at 3 or higher.

Sunsmart
TO
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CHESS LESSONS ARE HAPPENING IN TERM 1!!
Commencing February 10th. Registration forms are available at the office.
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