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Message from Sally...

Sunsmart

Prep Transition

Book Week

On behalf of our school, I want to say a big thank you to all our

students, parents and carers for your continued resilience and

support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible

learning has not always been easy, but through our collective

efforts, our students have continued to make valuable progress

in their learning. You can be confident that our school will

continue to support our students learning progress.
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IN THIS ISSUE:

WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL!

Term 4 is important for every Victorian student, and our teachers will deliver high-quality learning for

everyone. Our focus for Term 4 is on making sure that every student is supported in their wellbeing,

learning and transition needs.

It has been sensational having all our students back on-site this week. Students have been thrilled to

see their friends and spend time playing outside, enjoying one another’s company. Students are also

enjoying the new tyre playground and nature play spaces in our yard. There has also been lots of

interest in the new fish pond. It is just in need of some fish now! 

Art Show

Back to School

Awards

Taking Maths Outdoors
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There is lots of chatter and learning going on in classrooms as we readjust students to their “new”

old routines. On the whole, I have been really impressed with how students have settled back into

school so well already. It is great that our students are so resilient, and is a credit to your parenting

and the hard work of our teachers.

For all the details on how we are maintaining a Covid Safe School, as well as the procedures in

place to make this work, please refer to the ‘Return to School Guide’ that was sent our via Compass

on the 6 October.

UPDATING STUDENT INFORMATION
An important reminder to parents to make sure you inform the office in writing of any changes to

your child’s enrolment details. Most importantly changes to your current family living arrangements,

change of address, change of telephone numbers (particularly mobile numbers), or any changes to

your child(ren)’s medical conditions.

Please email any changes to the school’s email mount.dandenong.ps@education.vic.gov.au.
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All parents are invited to participate in this year’s survey. You can access the login information via

Compass. All responses to the survey are anonymous. This year, the Parent Opinion Survey will be

conducted from Monday 12th October to Friday 13th November.

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any

convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The

online survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic,

Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek.

The survey results will be communicated to parents through annual reporting.

The survey link and instructions on how to access it can be found on Compass.

Thank you for your participation!

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The

Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education

and Training that is conducted amongst all parents. It is designed to assist schools

in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions of school climate, student

behaviour, student engagement and experiences of remote and flexible learning.

Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school

planning and improvement strategies. 
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PARENT OPINION SURVEY...
WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!

School uniform items are available for purchase via QKR!

While you cannot come on-site, we are happy to take your

orders and deliver them to your child. Hats are compulsory at

all times outside when the UV is over 3 (that’s now!)

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Please remember that students must be dressed in school uniform at all times. The

summer uniform consists of black shorts, pants or a skort with the  school green

polo T-shirt. A summer shirt dress can also be worn in the standard green check.

Dresses, pants and t-shirts in different patterns and colours are not permitted.

It is required that students with hair that touches their shoulders, tie it back. This

helps to reduce the spread of head lice and is in keeping with a need and tidy

appearance for school.

Thank you for your support with these requirements.
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CALENDARCALENDAR
DATES FOR YOUR

F r i d a y  2 3  O c t o b e r

M o n d a y  2 6  O c t o b e r

T u e s d a y  2 7  O c t o b e r

:  AFL  Grand  F ina l  Pub l i c  Ho l i da y

:   Book  Week  Dre s s  Up  Day

:   Book  f a i r -  Make  you r  wi sh  l i s t

:   Book  Fa i r -  Make  you r  pu rcha se  (b r i ng   

    ca sh )

Parents /carers, school leadership / staff and school councillors are invited to attend the 2020 Parents

Victoria Online Conference. The theme of the forum is a Brave New World: Changes, challenges and

opportunities for families and schools. This year’s conference program includes presentations from

expert speakers and groups on mental health support for students and parents, connecting school

communities and engaging families. Deputy Premier and Minister for Education James Merlino will open

the conference and answer questions submitted by schools and families. Details on the conference and

how to register are provided below.

Date: Monday 19 October 2020

Time: 10am to 1.15pm

Cost: The conference is free but registration is essential.

Registration: The conference will take place on Zoom.

Participants will be emailed a Zoom link on 18 October.

For more information visit the Parents Victoria website.

PARENTS VICTORIA ONLINE CONFERENCE

Please note there has been an extension for the close of applications for CSEF 2020. Please refer to

the following dates to see if you are eligible to apply for 50% of the CSEF and refer to the

application form and flyer following in this newsletter.

Eligibility Date

For concession card holders, CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession

card being successfully validated with Centrelink on 28 January 2020, 14 April 2020 or 5 October

2020.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)

https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/
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Students are encouraged to come dressed as a character from a favourite book on Monday

26th October. All students that come dressed in a book inspired costume enter a draw to win a

library bag with stationery goodies inside.

Due to safety precautions in place for Covid-19 we cannot allow parents/carers onsite to view

the costume parade as we have done in the past, however classroom teachers will take lots of

photos to include in their class newsletter.

The book fair will be open for students to preview and write out their wish list on Monday 26th  

Teachers will assist students to make a note of books they wish to purchase together with the

cost. On Tuesday 27th students may bring cash to school to make the purchase.

This is a huge opportunity to support our library! The funds raised go towards new books and

improved facilities. Scholastic book fairs supply us with a random selection of books each year,

therefore we cannot supply a catalogue or website for credit card purchases. As parents/carers

aren’t allowed onsite, sales must be cash only. Please note, a “wish-list” is not an order form and

only purchases approved by parents/carers with cash provided will be approved for your child.

Throughout the week we have fantastic games and activities planned to celebrate books and

our shared love of reading.

Fun and Games

Book Week Activities at Mt. Dandenong P.S
Dress-Up Day Monday 26th October

Book Fair

BOOK WEEK 2020
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It is that time of year, (commencing Term 4) where we need to pack our

school hats into our bags and wear them during any outdoor play or outdoor

lessons such as Physical Education. If your child has not brought their hat to

school, they will be asked to play in the undercover area. Sun protection is

required when the UV is at 3 or higher.   

Sun protection times - Don’t just wait for hot and sunny days to use sun protection. Check the sun

protection times each day so your family can be protected when they need to be. Daily local sun

protection times and weather details are available on the free SunSmart app or widget, in the

weather section of the newspaper and on the SunSmart website at sunsmart.com.au. Sun protection

times can also be found at the Bureau of Meteorology website and live UV levels are available from

ARPANSA.

For further information contact SunSmart: 

W:  www.sunsmart.com.au

SunSmart and Mt Dandenong PS suggest 5 ways to protect you and your family from

the Sun’s UV rays:

Slip on a shirt - dress your child in clothing that covers as much skin as possible (e.g.

elbow length tops with a higher neckline or collar and longer style shorts or skirts).

Densely woven fabrics are best.

Slop on SPF 30 (or higher) broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen – your child

is encouraged to apply a generous amount of sunscreen at the start of the day before

school, then reapply sunscreen before going out to lunch play. When sending

sunscreen to school, please write your child’s name on the bottle.   

Slap on a hat – one that protects the face, neck and ears such as a broad brimmed,

legionnaire or bucket style hat. Peak caps do not offer enough protection and are not

recommended by SunSmart. Please help your child remember to bring and wear their

approved sun hat to school, which is a broad brimmed hat.

Seek shade – choose shady spots for play whenever possible. 

Slide on some sunglasses – if your child brings sunglasses to school, please ensure

they are clearly marked with your child’s name. It is a recommendation that Sunglasses

are labelled AS 1067 and cover as much of the eye area as possible. 
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SUNSMART- TERM 4

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/
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This year is our ninth annual Art Show and it will look a little
different. All students will complete a portrait which will

be entered in the:

M T  D A N D E N O N G

Young Archies
This exhibition is based on the Archibald Prize which is one of
Australia’s oldest and best known art prizes for portraiture.

This year’s winner is Vincent
Namatjira for his portrait of
himself and AFL footballer,
Adam Goodes. The portrait is
titled “Stand strong for who you
are”.
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M T  D A N D E N O N G

Young Archies

I will supply all the paper and materials however the students are welcome
to use materials from home if they wish.

All portraits will be displayed on the boards in the corridor throughout
the school and the students will be given the opportunity to choose
their favourite. The artist of the winning portrait, one chosen from each
year level, Prep – Grade 6, will receive a prize of Art materials and a
photo of their portrait will be the newsletter.

There is further information about the Archibald prize and portraiture
in the Google Art classroom in Classwork – “Young Archies” (class code
dlhveul)

Can be of any person of your choice – for example, a family member,
a friend, a neighbour, a teacher or a self portrait. You could ask the
person to “sit” for you while you draw their portrait or you can use a
photo to copy.
Can be created using any medium of your choice – for example,
paint, watercolours, pastels, charcoal, pencil (not a photograph) on
either A4 or A3 sized paper.

The portrait:

The students will be given two weeks in Art
to create their portrait but are welcome to
work on it at home. 

Liz Kennedy
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Reflecting on our experiences is

an important part of processing

the various experiences of Covid

19 and lockdown. Students in

5/6AL worked in small groups to

sum up some if their thoughts on

returning to school. 
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PREP A

1/2 COOLIO'S

1/2JS

3/4A

5/6AL

ART

MUSIC

P.E.

Ruby Kenney

All 1/2C Students

Aurora Fels

Angus Slater

All 5/6AL Students

Eva Robertson

Ethan Corbett

Hannah Heading
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As the winning house,                            

will get a free icy pole this Friday!!

(Regular icy pole sales will resume Friday October

30th).
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Grade 5/6AL and 4/5M hit the ground

running this week with some outdoor maths

problem-solving. Students were asked to

either use natural materials or draw images

to represent different values and then using

all 4 equations (and even some BODMAS!)

students solved each other's challenges. 

TAKING MATHSTAKING MATHS
outdoors
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CLICKCLICK

for m
ore
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https://formandpractice.com.au/
https://www.playcricket.com.au/
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CLICKCLICK
for more

https://www.phoneavet.com.au/
http://www.hartschoolofdance.com.au/
https://artsmartforkids.com.au/
http://trinitykids.com.au/kids-programs/

