
Message from Sally… 

Over the last few days, many of us have been trying 
hard to make sense of the quickly changing situation 
here and abroad with the onset of the COVID-19 virus. 
Yesterday (Monday 16 March) you should have received 
a letter outlining the latest information provided to us by 
the Department of Education (DET) and the Department 
of Health and Human Services (DHHS). As the situation 
is constantly evolving, DET principals are being sent directives and information on a regular 
basis. This information is to be utilised by schools to determine what precautionary action 
should be taken, in order to promote proactive community health.

The latest new directives from DET are that all camps and excursions scheduled to commence from and 
including Tuesday 17th March 2020 must be postponed and rescheduled, or, if there is no other option, 
cancelled. For our Year 3 and 4 students, this means waiting until Term 4 to go on camp. We are hopeful that we 
will be able to gain suitable dates for our students to enjoy Phillip Island at this later time in the year and will let 
you know as soon as we have further information.

As you would have heard, everyone arriving into Australia from overseas from midnight Sunday 15th March will 
be required to self-isolate for 14 days. This includes students and staff who may be returning from overseas. 
Importantly, it also includes parents and carers and any other relatives or friends of students who are returning 
from overseas travel. As these people are required to self-isolate, they must not visit the school to pick up children or 
for any other reason.  

At school we are helping to educate and support students during this period of uncertainty in a number of ways. 
Yesterday, all classroom teachers held a class discussion based on the following: 

-positive personal hygiene (with a particular focus upon hand washing)

-age appropriate discussion around general health, Coronavirus, and 
how germs can be transmitted

Posters promoting positive hygiene practices are also placed around the 
school, with staff regularly monitoring soap dispensers. Children are 
encouraged to bring and use a water bottle from home throughout the day.

I know that some families may choose to keep their children at home. If you 
decide to do this, please notify the school that you are voluntarily choosing 
to self-isolate and keep your child at home. 

In this period of uncertainty and challenge, it is essential to look after your 
mental health. There are many resources and support services available for 
people who may require these.

Beyond Blue recognises and understands the feelings of anxiety, distress, 
and concern many people may be experiencing in relation to the 
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coronavirus (COVID-19), and offers the following wellbeing advice:

-Looking after your mental health during the coronavirus outbreak

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak 

Children often take their social-emotional cues from those around them, both adults and peers. 
During this period of uncertainty, we should be aiming to provide our children with clear, and 
factual information which is age-appropriate. 

Your child may have questions regarding the coronavirus, from media extracts or conversations 
they have been exposed to. As adults, it is important that we provide support and reassurance 
through thoughtful responses. 

I thank you in advance for your ongoing support of our school community. 

Student Leaders’ Assembly

A highlight of last week was our Student Leaders’ 
Badge Presentation by Minister James Merlino at our 
school assembly. Minister Merlino was curious about 
what students like about our school and what they 
believe leadership to be. I was impressed by the 
thoughtful and well-balanced responses from our 
students including ideas of role modelling, respect, 
courage, kindness and caring for the younger 
students in the school. As James said, everyone can 
be and is a leader. Think about how small actions can 
have a big impact and how we can all make a 
difference in our school community.

I know that this years’ student leaders will do a 
fantastic job of representing their school and peers at 
home and in the community. Thank you to everyone 
who attended the special assembly as you helped to show support for 
our students and make it an event they would remember.

Field Sports Day

Last Friday was our Field Sports Day where students in Years 3-6 
competed against each other in discus, shot-put, javelin (vortex) and 
long jump. It was a great day with students demonstrating great skill as 
well as patience, persistence, courage, team spirit and being a good 
sport. It was great to see everyone cheering one another on, as well as 
getting a little bit into the competitive side of it (in a friendly way of 
course!)

I’d like to thank Claire Macbeth, who has taken over from Sarah as our 
P.E. teacher, as well as the parent helpers who gave up their time to 
assist. We also had lots of parents cheering their kids on; it was lovely to 
share this day with them. Well done to all the students who participated 
and worked hard to give it their best shot. Claire is tallying results, 
however, at this stage district sporting events are not going ahead due to 
the new restrictions placed on schools by the DET.

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak


Project Ribbit

Our Landcare grant project work continues to gain traction 
with another educational session by Swinburne 
Environmental Education for Kids (EE4K!). Last week the 
session was all about frogs – who they are, what they do, 
where they live, what they eat and how they sound! 
Students got to listen to some frog sounds and learn about 
the different species. The had training in what it takes to 
create a good frog bog, and how to use the Melbourne 
Water Frog ID app to identify different types of frogs.

This Thursday some exciting work will begin when some of 
Richard Bellemo’s team come out to start the building 
project of the frog pond. They will work with Year 5 and 6 
students to educate them on the ecological importance of 
the frog bog within the local environment and the students’ contribution to the wellbeing of the 
landscape. This will be followed by a planting session where they can get their hands dirty and 
enjoy the process of transforming our landscape into a new frog home.

Thank you to Kate Rae who has put in a tonne of work to get this project going, and to Richard 
for soon bringing the vision to life.

Annual General Meeting

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Wednesday 18th March at 7.15pm in the staff room. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the AGM in which we will present the 2019 Annual Report to the School 
Community. Our first general meeting of the new 2020 School Council will follow straight after.

Warm regards,

Sally

TERM 1 CALENDAR  

Wednesday 18th March - AGM and School Council 7.15pm 

Friday 20th March - Bushfire Recovery ‘Free Dress’ fundraiser 

Friday 27th March - Easter Hat Parade and last day of Term 1. School finishes at 2.30pm. 

Tuesday 14th April - Start of Term 2 

Wednesday 6th May - School Photos (note date change from Term 1)

Please note - due to the COVID-19 public health warnings, the Monbulk 
College Open Day has been cancelled.





F R E E   D R E S S   F R I D A Y   
B U S H F I R E  F U N D R A I S E R  

To raise money for wildlife impacted by the recent victorian bushfires, 
this Friday is FREE DRESS!  Just bring a gold coin donation and don 
your favourite free dress. We look forward to sharing with you how 

much money we raise for this important cause.



EASTER HAT PARADE 
Our annual Easter Hat Parade is scheduled to take 

place at assembly on Friday 27th March.   
This year’s categories are Animalia, Nature, Feathers or 

Free Choice.  We look forward to again seeing 
student’s wonderful  creations! 



A reminder about Pellegrino’s ‘cash 
back’ deal for Mt Dandenong families. For 
all Mt Dandy family purchases, Pellegrino’s 

will donate 5% of to the total we spend 
collectively back to school .  Just mention you 
are a Mt D family when you make a purchase 

- no better time to support local 
businesses!

Don’t forget to vote for fabulous Eileen 
Broekhof in the Lollypop Person of the Year 

Awards.  Just visit 
www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au to give 

Eileen your vote!

http://www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au
http://www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au


‘Buddies’ by Brainstorm Productions 

On March 6, our students in Years 1-6 watched an in-school theatre performance 
called ‘Buddies’ by Brainstorm Productions. Buddies is an anti-bullying and cyber 
safety program that uses educational theatre to provide simple strategies all children 
can use to develop positive friendships. Buddies follows the journey of two students 
as they discover the secrets to building healthy relationships and staying safe online. 
Our students were fully engaged in the production, getting into the story and action. 
At the end the actors hosted a discussion about the important themes explored 
through the performance and it was terrific to hear that the students had fully 
understood the messages and learnt a lot about what it takes to be a true friend; that 
is someone who is kind, tells the truth, listens, makes you feel safe and allows you 
to be yourself! 

“I loved it when they rebuilt the ring of 
friendship!” Alexander 
“I really liked it when they became 
avatars. I learnt that being friends is 
important” Lucille 
“I learnt it’s not good to talk to strangers 
online” Billy 
“I learnt that you can’t play online video 
games until you are 13” Sol 
  

MT D DRUM LESSONS
Drum lessons are now being offered at Mt Dandenong 

Primary School with experienced music teacher, Jed 
Rowe. Drums are a fun instrument to play and are very 

accessible for anybody with an interest in music. Lessons 
are held during school hours and are open to all students 

from Prep/Foundation to Grade 6. If you would like to 
know more, please either contact Jed directly (on 0437 741 851 

or jedrowe@gmail.com) or express your interest at the school office. 

mailto:jedrowe@gmail.com
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What’s New at OSHClub? 
Hello parents, teachers, students and overall of team of Mt Dandenong, this is Hamida Karimi, 

your news program coordinator at OSHClub. I would like to formally introduce myself and let you 
know that I look forward to bringing you a fun and engaging environment for all of your children 

at OSHClub.   
We will be exploring many interesting and fun activities.  Each day of the week will have its theme 
and programmed activity in place.  For example, stem day, sports day, cooking day and arts and 

craft day.
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