
Message from Sally… 
Welcome back to school for Term 3. I trust that you enjoyed some time to 
follow your own rhythm over the holidays, as did I. Many families have been 
off on exciting adventures away from home and it has been lovely to hear the 
students recounting news of their travels. It was with sadness, however, that 
we returned to school to learn of the tragic event involving a tree that took 
the life of a young boy and his father from Cockatoo. The boy attended 
Cockatoo Primary School and our thoughts and condolences go out to his 
family, friends and all the staff of CPS. 

Events such as this can cause distress even if we are not acquainted with 
the victims. Children, especially young ones, may worry the same thing could happen to them. There is some 
good information on how to talk to children about events like this from the American Academy of Pediatrics at 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-life/Media/Pages/Talking-To-Children-About-Tragedies-and-
Other-News-Events.aspx and a similar Australian article here https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2016-06-14/
how-to-help-children-process-shocking-news-events/7509350.

Given the constant stream of graphic news media coverage of tragic events, I encourage you to seek out 
further information on how to ensure the mental health and safety of your children is protected, or to access 
support if needed.

ASSEMBLY

From the week beginning the 5th of August (Week 4), school 
assembly will move to Friday mornings at 9.00am. This change 
will enable us to maximise optimal learning time at the start of the 
week. Please note that students will continue to be informed of 
merit awards on Friday afternoons, but the award will not be given 
out until the following Friday. Orchestra will still perform with the 
support of Christen and myself. We hope that you will be able to 
join us for assembly on Fridays and look forward to finishing the 
week by bringing everyone together.

CURRICULUM DAY

Please ensure you have noted the date of our last curriculum day 
for 2019 in your diaries. This Friday, the 26th of July, there will be 
no school for students as the staff begin the process of data 
analysis in preparation for the Term 4 School Review. Thank you 
for making alternative arrangements for the care of your children 
on this date. Information on what is involved with the School 
Review and how you can be involved will be available in upcoming 
editions of the newsletter.
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PARENT OPINION SURVEY

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is 
an annual survey offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of 
randomly selected parents. It is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of parents’ perceptions 
of school climate, student behaviour and student engagement. Our school will use the survey results to help 
inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies.  
 
Many families will have received an email invitation yesterday to participate in this year’s survey. All responses 
to the survey are anonymous. This year the Parent Opinion Survey will be conducted from Monday 22rd July 
to Sunday 11th August.

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 10-15 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any 
convenient time within the fieldwork period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online 
survey will be available in a range of languages other than English. These include: Arabic, Vietnamese, 
Mandarin, Chin (hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Somali, Turkish, Punjabi and Greek. 
 
The survey results will be reported back to the school at the end of 
September. Results of the survey will be communicated to School 
Council and to the whole community via annual reporting.

Please take the time to complete the survey – we really value your 
input to ensure our school continues to improve. Please speak to 
your child’s teacher if you would like more information.

2020 FOUNDATION ENROLMENTS

This is a final call for any siblings or families you know with children 
beginning school in 2020 to please enrol their child before our first 
transition session on Monday the 19th of August. Interest in our 
school has been very strong this year and we look forward to getting to know 
our new students over the course of the transition sessions throughout Terms 3 
and 4. We hope that this earlier start contributes to a smooth move into primary 
school for our young friends.

NAIDOC WEEK

Our students have enjoyed learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures over the past week in celebration of NAIDOC Week. NAIDOC Week, 
National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee, celebrates the 
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. NAIDOC Week is celebrated by all Australians and is a great 
opportunity to learn more about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities.

This year’s theme, ‘VOICE. TREATY. TRUTH. LET'S WORK TOGETHER FOR 
A SHARED FUTURE,’ acknowledges that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples have always wanted an enhanced role in decision-making 
in Australia’s democracy. Our students have been learning from 
stories, songs, art works and cultural artefacts from various 
indigenous groups. They have produced their own works and 
some beautiful examples can be seen displayed around the 
school. The Wandjina charcoal drawings on the windows of SLU 
are particularly interesting. It is wonderful to see teachers and 
students wholeheartedly embracing NAIDOC Week and I think it 
is sensational that our students are developing a robust 
understanding of the history and culture of our First Nations 
People.

Warm regards, 

Sally



CHILD SAFE STANDARDS

The Child Safe Standards are compulsory minimum standards for all organisations that provide services to 
children including Victorian schools. The aim of the Standards is to ensure organisations are well prepared to 
protect children from abuse and neglect.

At Mt Dandenong, we have zero tolerance for child abuse and are committed to providing a child safe 
environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about 
decisions that affect their lives. We strive to pay particular attention to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children 
and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a 
disability, as we know they are more vulnerable. Every person involved in our school has a responsibility to 
understand the important and specific role he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the 
wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they 
make.

What are the standards?

The child safe standards require schools to consider all aspects of child safety and put measures in place to 
protect children from all forms of abuse, including:

•sexual or grooming offences;

•physical violence;

•serious emotional or psychological harm; and

•serious neglect.

Below are the seven child safe standards. The Minister for Education has set out in Ministerial Order No. 870 
what specific actions schools need to take to meet the child safe standards.

1. Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety.

2. A child safety policy or statement of commitment to child safety.

3. A child safety code of conduct.

4. School staff selection, supervision and management practices for a child-safe environment.

5. Procedures for responding to and reporting allegations of suspected child abuse.

6. Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.

7.  Strategies to promote child empowerment and participation.

MDPS has clear policies and procedures to ensure we protect the young people in our care from potential 
abuse, as well as to promote child empowerment and participation. Firstly, all members of the MDPS community 
are expected to behave in accordance with our RICH values, this includes staff, students and parents/carers, as 
well as any volunteers or contractors who participate in school life. This sets a positive tone for safe and 
supportive relationships, articulating clear boundaries and supported pathways for students.

We deliver learning through the Bounce Back program that educates students on healthy and respectful 
relationships and resilience. In addition, we educate students on sexuality in accordance with the curriculum. 
Students are empowered to have input into decisions that affect their lives at school via their involvement in 
groups such as the SRC and Enviroknights, and we continue to work on ways to strengthen student voice and 
agency at MDPS.

For further information on how MDPS embeds a culture of child safety at school, please see our policies on the 
school website, including our Statement of Commitment to Child Safety, Child Safe Policy, Child Safe Codes of 
Conduct and procedures regarding Working with Children Checks and Mandatory Reporting. See http://
www.mtdandps.vic.edu.au/?page_id=73

Further information on the Child Safe Standards can be found at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/
principals/spag/safety/Pages/childsafestandards.aspx and at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/
Pages/child-protection.aspx
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GUITAR TUITION 
As you may know our instrumental guitar teacher, Jed Rowe, has resigned from his 
teaching role at MDPS. We are in the process of hiring a suitable replacement and 

expect to have this finalised in the next week or two. In the meantime, any parents of 
Jed’s former students are welcome to contact Sally for further information if required. 

Thank you for your understanding.

TERM 3 CALENDAR  

Wednesday 24th July - Parent Teacher Interviews (except Grade 3/4A) 

Friday 26th July - Curriculum Day , no students at school 

Monday 29th July - Friday 9th August - Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program 

Wednesday 31st July - District Athletics Grade 3 - 6 

Friday 2nd August - Prep - Grad4 RACV Road Safety Incursion 

Monday 12th August - Wakakirri Performance  

Monday 19th August - 9.30am - 10.30am 1st Foundation Transition Session  

Monday 19th August - Friday 23rd August - Book Week 

             POSSUM CAFÉ
Sadly due to unforeseen circumstances, our wonderful 
canteen operator, Liz, is unable to continue providing 
lunches via Possum Café for the rest of this year. I am in 
the process of investigating alternative arrangements to 
provide lunch orders to students but no lunch orders will 
be available until further notice. Thank you for your 
understanding.

I would like to thank Liz for her outstanding contribution 
to the school over the past few years, and wish her all 
the best for the future.



 
 

Calling all Families, Friends and 
Community members. 

It is hard to believe our Art Show, held each year in November, is now 
in its eighth year! We have been fortunate to be able to engage with the 
local community through our Art program by inviting artists from our 
local area to deliver a lesson. The children create artworks based on 
these lessons and the pieces are exhibited at our Art Show. The links to 
the broader community are valuable to the learning and engagement 
of  our children.  

This year we would like to invite the creative, artistic and talented 
members in our local school community who would be willing to 
volunteer some time to share their skills. We would particularly like to 
encourage men to share their talents in the art room as we have only 
had a few men involved in the process in the past. If  you know of  
anyone who has a particular creative passion or a skill they might like 
to share, then we would love to hear from them. In past years we have 
had artists in our community, parents, grandparents, friends and 
neighbours sharing skills in painting, drawing, photography, sewing, 
pottery, printing, paper making and more! All ideas and levels of  skill 
are most welcome and we encourage parents to come and assist the 
children create and make the artwork. 

We anticipate that the artworks will be created during Art lessons on a 
Monday (Prep and Grades 5/6) and Wednesday (Grades 1/2 and 3/4)  
in Term 3 ready to be exhibited at our Art Show in early Term 4. 

For further information please email me 
kennedy.elizabeth.t@edumail.vic.gov.au or visit me in the Art room on 
a Monday and Wednesday. 

Thank you,  
Liz Kennedy 
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Waka News 
Can you believe it is just under THREE WEEKS until our magical 2019 Wakakirri 

Performance,  
‘Where the Wildlings Are’. 

So much excitement at Wake HQ but also a lot to do.  To help break the back of 
the work load, we are holding a working bee at school on Tuesday 30th July at 
7pm and would love as many families to come along and help with constructing 

chainsaws, making signs, helping with other costumes etc. 

Hopefully we can get most of the work done in just one night so it would be 
fantastic if you could join us.  The hugest thanks to Kate, Nikki, Emma and Lesley 

for all of their incredible work to date - wait until you see what they have in store - 
and Shauna for a stunning job on our key prop! 

Also, thanks to Sunshine for the fabulous job on our Waka t-shirts, they look great 
and will be available to families within the next few weeks.  Which reminds us, for 
those who haven’t yet paid their Waka fees please do so ASAP - Waka is live on 

Qkr! so it is as easy as paying that way. 

And last but not least, a reminder that performance night is Monday 12th 
August.  Tickets are $36.50 and are now available on Qkr! or via the 
office. We have allocated two tickets per child.  Please let us know if you won’t 

be using all your ticket allocations so we can on-sell to others as they will be HOT 
demand! Thanks all! 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY,  

JUNE 
BABIES!



Streuth, that came around quick!  Yes, the one and only Mt D Trivia Night will be on 
Saturday 31st August, celebrating all things Aussie Icons.  So tis time to start getting your 

tables together as tickets will be going on sale Monday 5th August.  We have some rip 
snorter prizes in store but as always, are on the hunt for more so if you can help please let 

Jaki Farrey know on 0439 950 067.  Thanks all!



CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN BURGAN
It was a very special day on Sunday with John Burgan being recognised by the Victorian 
Government for his astonishing 55 years of service to education. His children, Andrew, Caroline 
and Matt accepted the award on John's behalf.
More than 200 dedicated teachers were honoured for their service, ranging from 40 - 50 years, 
with John being just one of two in the state having served 55 years - the bulk of which we are 
proud to say was with us here at Mt Dandy.
John was at Mt D from 1981 until 2017 and had an incredible impact on our school in that time, 
including playing a central role in helping secure the 'new' school in the early 1990s.
John taught generations of Mt D students and has always been a trusted provider of wisdom 
and guidance in our school community.
Congratulations to John from all of us at Mt D on this magnificent achievement!

 Our Enviro Knights are again on a mission to reduce 
unnecessary waste in our school community and have 

brought back ‘Nude Food Tuesday’.  We are encouraging 
students to bring their lunches with little to no packaging 

each Tuesday.  The Enviro Knights will be visiting 
classrooms and keeping a tally of the class with the littlest 

amount of waste, with that class being awarded the 
coveted weekly Nude Food Tuesday award.  Stay tuned for 

all weekly winners and thank you so much for your 
support!  



Student Action on Rubbish
Over the weekend, Al, Ollie, Nate, 
Fletcher and William B spent most of 
Sunday scouring our neighbourhood for 
rubbish. They collected 5 bags worth! 
The students told me today how 
astonished they were to find so many 
things just thrown away in our beautiful 
area.


Today, they decided to continue this 
work, with Al, Fletcher, Ollie and Travis 
taking the initiative to clean up our 
school grounds during their lunch break. 
They collected a bucket load of rubbish 
each. There was an awful lot of plastic 
wrappers, as well as discarded bottles and even sports equipment. I was very impressed by the 
boys’ passion for the environment and desire to make a difference for the better. They are now 
planning to raise this issue with their fellow EnviroKnights at their next meeting. They hope to 
come up with some further ideas on how we can make a difference to the amount of rubbish we 
are making. Top job boys!


M E R I T   A W A R D S
 

Rubie S – for her enthusiasm, kindness and impressive skills in all her tasks.  Rubie, your love for learning 
is infectious.  You’re a wonderful member of prep.
 
Evelyn S – for her impressive literacy skills.  Evelyn, you are such an amazing reader and writer and a 
wonderful member of prep.
 
Michael H – for always showing the schools R.I.C.H. values.  Michael, you are a wonderful member of 
prep.
 
Sam D – for applying a fantastic attitude to his learning and coming to the SLU with a can-do approach in 
term 3.
 
Oskar C – for starting the term with a brilliant attitude towards his learning.
 
Madison S – for being a superb class member, a caring friend and a wonderful helper.  Madi you are 
amazing.
 
Finlay B – for working very hard on his reading, writing and spelling and being a great helper in our 
classroom.  What a star!
 
Ava M – for her outstanding ‘Acrostic Poem” on volley-balloon.  Your illustration and writing is of extremely 
high quality.  Amazing efforts Ava!
 
Jack F – for his consistent positive approach to learning experiences in 3/4S.  Your work samples are of 
extremely high quality.  Well done Jack!



 
Cass H – for being enthusiastic towards all NAIDOC activities we did this week.  Your Tiddalik “Wanted” 
poster looks sensational.
 
Ginger L – for showing great initiative towards all NAIDOC activities this week.  You Wandjina 
charcoal sketch is incredibly detailed and looks amazing.
 

PRINCIPAL‘S AWARD
 
Rory F – for the outstanding effort and positive attitude shown towards his school work.  I 
look forward to hearing about the brilliant learning you will do throughout the rest of the term, 
Rory.  Keep up the great work.  We are all very proud of you!





Learning by exploration, 
imagination, discovery, 
experimentation and 
socialisation. 

T: 9726 0439 

E: enrol@yrkinders.com 

Mount Dandenong Preschool 
ENROL NOW FOR 2020 







	 	 	 	 	 	 	 




 
 

 




