11TH JUNE

Mt Dandy News
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Message from Sally…
How quickly the term has gone as we find ourselves in the second week of June! There are just under 3 weeks
now until the next term break. Just a reminder that the last day of school is Friday the 28th of June and the
children will be dismissed from their classrooms at 2:30pm for the holidays. Please make sure you have
arrangements in place for their collection. OshClub will be running from 2.30pm to ensure your children are well
cared for if you cannot make the early pick-up. Term 3 begins on Monday the 15th of July.
Reporting to Parents
Our teachers have been involved in writing individual mid-year student
reports that will be emailed to parents and carers on Thursday the 20th
of June. Teachers put in an enormous amount of effort to provide
accurate and meaningful student reports. They have continued to
assess and evaluate student progress throughout the year, in order to
provide parents with the most accurate account of student abilities.
Students have demonstrated tremendous learning growth in many
areas and should be proud of their hard work and achievements.
Parent teacher interviews will be held early in Term 3. You will shortly
receive further information on when and how to book a time for an
interview.
Qkr!
You have hopefully already heard that Mount Dandy is now using Qkr!
for all school payments. Payments for Wakakirri, Year 3-6 Swimming,
Possum Café soup orders and uniform items can now be made via the
app. Please download the app and begin using it for payments. This will
be our preferred method of payment in the future as it will streamline
office processes and reduce workload in this area.
Qkr! allows you to make faster, more convenient payments from a
secure mobile app anywhere and at any time. There is also a website
payment alternative for parents and carers without a smartphone or
tablet. Payment is made from your credit or debit card and you can
easily track payments with online receipts.
All families should have received a notice explaining how to download
and set up Qkr! for our school payments. If you require any assistance with getting yourself set
up on the app, please come by the office and we would be happy to help.
Lost Property and Spare Clothing
A tremendous amount of lost property (particularly jumpers and jackets) had piled up over the term. All named
items were returned to students but the leftover items totalled 4 loads of dirty washing! These items have been
deposited in the uniform shop and are available for purchase as second-hand items. I have decided to raise
the price of second-hand jumpers and jackets to $5 each in the hope of encouraging greater care for these

items. Please encourage your child to look after his or her items of clothing
and ensure everything is clearly named.
We would be grateful for a few donations of new children’s underwear and
pants (size 4-8) in case of accidents at school. Please leave any donations at
the office. It is sensible to have a spare change of clothing in your child’s
school bag in case of accidents or messy play in the yard. Socks are
especially prone to getting wet and dirty throughout the day!
Kinder Visit
Our Year 5 students accompanied by Christen and pre-service teacher Annie,
walked up to Mount Dandenong Preschool last Friday to visit the kinder
children. They read the wonderful story, Wombat Stew, and even
made a batch of this potent brew! It was a thoroughly enjoyable
outing for all involved, with the Mount Dandy students
demonstrating our RICH values in their interactions with their
future buddies. Thank you to all involved as these experiences
strengthen our relationships with one another and facilitate a
smoother transition for our future students.
Find My School website
www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au is a new website that shows the
zones of all public schools in Victoria. For the first time, parents
can log onto the findmyschool website to find their local school by
typing in their home address.
All ‘boundaries’ are now called ‘zones’. All mainstream schools
have a zone - that can be standard or restricted. Our school
zone is standard, meaning that there are no changes to our
current situation and placement policy; we can continue to take
enrolments from families residing outside our zone as we have
the built capacity to accommodate them.
Students from our local area will be zoned for a range of
different secondary colleges depending on their home address.
For 2020, Monbulk College and Upwey High School are not making any changes to their enrolment policies,
meaning that so long as they continue to have capacity they will take students from outside their zones.
Mount Dandenong Primary School’s strong relationship with Monbulk College will continue and it will remain
the main feeder school for our students. We look forward to undertaking a transition project involving our Year
5 and 6 students and the College in Term 3.
Working Bee
This Saturday 15 June is the Working Bee between 10am - 1pm.
Please put your name on the list at the office if you are planning to
come and help out. We need many hands on deck to get our jobs done.
If you have handy or tradie skills, you are especially needed as the
main work for this working bee will require some tools. We plan to:
• Repair broken fencing with spare panels and wire
• Remove and replace sleepers around the Year 3-6 playground
• Prepare area behind chook shed for composting bins – we need to make a new gate to create access

Warm regards, Sally

TERM 2 & 3 CALENDAR
Tuesday 11th June - PJs for Plants & Pavers Fundraiser
Friday 14th June - Grade 5 Monbulk Transition Morning
Saturday 15th June - Bring a Tradie School Working Bee 10am - 1pm
Wednesday 19th June - June School Council meeting
Friday 21st June - Grade 5 Monbulk Transition Morning
Friday 21st June - Wildlife Victoria Incursion
Monday 24th June - Friday 28th June - Grade 3-6 Swimming Program
Thursday 27th June - Reports emailed
Thursday 27th June - Zart Grand Opening
Friday 28th June - End of Term 2 (2.30pm finish)
Monday 15th July - Term 3 starts
Friday 26th July - Curriculum Day
Monday 29th July - Friday 9th August - Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program
Wednesday 31st July - District Athletics Grade 3 - 6

Foundation Enrolments for 2020
If you have a child who will start school in 2020,
please enrol them as soon as possible. This allows us
to begin our planning with sufficient time before the
end of the year. If you have a friend or neighbour
with a child due to start school next year, let them
know they can book in for a personalised tour.
Foundation transition sessions will begin in Term 3.

Woolworths Earn and Learn
Woolworths Earn and Learn is back beginning on May 1 and running until 25 June
2019. For every $10 you spend you will receive a sticker
that our school can exchange for high quality teaching and
learning products through Modern Teaching Aids.
We have boxes set up in store at Monbulk, Kilsyth and
Canterbury Road Woolworths, so if you are shopping there
you can place the stickers directly into the boxes, or you can
return them to our school and place in the box in the office
reception area.
We would love to purchase some technology equipment so
get collecting and make sure that you spread the word to
anyone you know who may be able to donate some extra
stickers to support our school!

Wet Days at Mount Dandy
"Sunshine is delicious, rain is refreshing, wind braces us up, and
snow is exhilarating; there is no such thing as bad weather, only
different kinds of good weather." John Ruskin
On wet days, students will still be able to play outdoors.
We believe this builds resilience in children as well as
provides much needed time in the fresh air, allowing
them to interact with nature and stay active. It is
essential that your child comes dressed appropriately for
wet weather play with:
* A warm and waterproof coat or rain jacket
* Gum boots
* A beanie and gloves and a scarf if desired
If your child does not have the appropriate clothing and/or footwear for outside
play in wet weather, they will be asked to remain in an undercover area.
We will not go outside when there is a storm in the area (particularly when lightning is nearby/
overhead), when it is hailing, or when the rain is very heavy. If you have any concerns, please see
Sally.

Dear Parents,
Some of you may know that I am retiring from teaching all together at the end of
this term. When I retired from full time teaching I never expected to be granted
the joy of working with so many wonder full children for four years, like an
extension of my career. When Mike Leonard asked me, a simple CRT, if I would
be interested in doing an extensions program, I jumped at the chance. I owe him
a huge amount of thanks for giving me that opportunity; thanks also to Sally for
allowing me to continue my work with the children. I am only sorry to her for now
saying I’ve pretty much exhausted all my ‘expertise’ and energy and want to
focus more on travel, grandchildren, reading, U3A and volunteering (including a
little at MT D. with cooking if needed). Sounds a full routine.
I really want to say thank you to all those parents of the wonderful children I have
in turn, hopefully, extended. Your complete support in allowing your cherubim to
take part in the various programs I have run has been overwhelming – indeed
the total support given me by the whole school has been not only encouraging
but heart-warming. My heart though really goes out to the children whose
enjoyment of my company, insights, talking, laughter, stirring, astonishing work
and curiosity is both joyous (well, maybe not all that talking) and amazing. This
school has SO MANY capable and talented children!!! What do you feed them? I
know – you read to/with them a lot and care. In my previous 20+ years I only
twice had a class with such talent and desire to learn – that last point, to me,
reflects a key quality of the students here – a desire to learn. Without doubt that
is due to both the teachers and you the parents. Pat yourselves on the back and
give yourselves a smile, and whatever else shakes your groove.
Thank you again, it’s been … oh dear, where are the tissues? All used up by
Mike maybe.
Oo-roo, for now.
Kevin Mulvogue

Pssst…
The Trivia Night Team are in full planning mode for this year’s big night. We are
putting the feelers out there early for some fabulous prizes and auction items
and would love your help. We are looking for new and exciting prizes/auction
items to spice things up a bit!
Some ideas include experiences, money can’t buy’s, services, packages, ’a year’s
supply of…’ together with the standard call out for electrical goods, sporting
goods, art, accomodation, tools, vouchers, wine, the WORKS! If you have, or
know of, any contacts who are able to support this important school fundraiser,
please email Jaki Farrey on jakifarrey@gmail.com to let her know what you have
in mind.
Thanks so much, Wonder Community!

Waka News
Thanks for the offers of help for Waka 2019! If you are able to help our 2019
Waka Team in any way, please leave your name at the office.
We are still on the hunt for cardboard tissue box donations. If you have
any, or about to have any, please leave at the office - the one upside of those
winter colds is that you will be helping our Waka costume team no end!
We are also still in need of somebody to assist with make up and a designer
for our Waka t-shirts - can anyone help or know of somebody who can?

POSSUM CAFE SOUP DAY
Every Friday throughout Term 2, Possum Cafe will be
serving up delicious homemade soup and freshly
baked damper to warm away the mountain chills.
Each week, a tasty new ‘soup of the day’ will be created
from delicious fresh seasonal produce donated by the
amazing team at Yarra Valley Harvest Box. Their
generous gift of super fresh veggies helps keep the Possum
Cafe menu costs down, allowing us to pass this on to our
school community.
Possum Cafe Soup Day Term 2 Menu

Friday 14th June - Roasted Cauliflower
Friday 21st June - Minestrone
Cost - $4 for homemade soup and cheese & herb damper

MERIT AWARDS
Lachlan T – for not letting his broken arm get in the way of his outstanding positive attitude towards his
learning.
Eloise R – for always striving to do her absolute best and not being afraid to ask questions about how she
can extend her learning further.
Will M – for being an incredibly voracious reader. Now we need to find a series for you to read that is as
enthralling as Harry Potter.
Lucy D – for showing enthusiasm in her persuasive writing and putting effort into her letter persuading
Christen to travel to Paris.
Ned H – for spectacular artworks both at home and at school and for working hard to do his best work.
Finn D – for his enthusiastic approach to learning about an endangered animal, the brush-tailed rock
wallaby. Your research was spot on!

M E R I T A W A R D S ctd…
Taylor H – for her fantastic ability to locate and record 3 dimensional shapes in the environment. You’re a
star!
Ellie B – for working hard to improve her reading and knowledge of Magic Words, having excellent
manners and being a wonderful friend!
Ryder P – for always showing enthusiasm and effort in every task. I’m so proud of you Ryder.
Maeve G – for your hard work and excellent effort on all of your class work.
Lior F – for your thoughtfulness and kindness. You display our RICH values everyday.

With winter
here in just a few
days, it’s perfect weather
for our freshly baked pasties!
Come in store and pick up some
hot pasties (meat & veg or straight
veg) - we even have some cold
take home options for you,
which makes for a perfect
quick and easy
dinner!

