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Purpose Statement  
Mount Dandenong Primary School values our unique environment and close community. It is a place for creative opportunities and academic 

excellence, nurturing respect, happiness and independence.  
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Possum Arrival 
This Friday will be a very special day in our school’s history; the possum sculpture that 

forms the focal point of the School Beautification Project will be craned into position in the 

garden near the SLU. Because of this activity, the area will need to be cordoned off from 

student traffic for a couple of hours during the day. I am assured that this will not be a long 

time, and will not coincide with school drop-off and pick-up times. 

I can’t wait to see it! 

The placement of the sculpture will be followed by a working bee on Saturday morning 

(22nd October) to begin the work associated with transforming the gardens in the area. 

There will also be another working bee after school on October 25th to continue this work. 

 

2017 Planning 
Planning for the 2017 school year is well under way. You can assist in this by letting me 

know of anything that will affect our planning processes. Do you have a Prep enrolment that 

we are not aware of yet? Are you planning to move away from the area? Do you know of 

somebody who is looking for a school for their children? All of these have direct impact on 

the school’s organisation, and we’d like to know as soon as possible. 

 

Wild Weather 
It seems we were very lucky last week, as we had no damage to school property or inter-

ruption to power supply during the windy weather of last weekend. Other schools and 

homes in the area were not so lucky, with some not having power restored until Wednes-

day. Hopefully we will not be adversely affected by bad weather events forecast for the next 

couple of days. 

For your information, we have an emergency management plan in place to deal with such 

events. It is updated annually, and deals with severe weather, bushfire and other emergency 

events. We take the safety of our students - and families – very seriously.  

 

Languages @ Mt. Dandenong Primary 
School Council, through the Education Sub-committee, is currently looking at our provision 

of LOTE (Languages Other Than English). Part of the brief is to canvass the views of the 

school’s parent community, so we have developed a simple survey for parents to complete. 

This will give us an added layer of information which we can use in determining where the 

school should head in regards to this area of curriculum provision. 

Please follow the link below to complete this survey. It should take you no longer than 5 

minutes. For your information, we have also included some background information about 

LOTE and some specific information about the LOTEs we have included in the survey 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H9X6K2Q 
 
 

 

HAVE 
YOU 
JOINED? 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H9X6K2Q
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News and Views cont’d...  

Background: 

Research shows that learning another language makes you a more flexible thinker and improves your literacy in all languages that you use. This is 

especially true for those who start their study at an early age. 

German: 

Our school has offered German as our LOTE subject for many years. German is the language with the highest number of native speakers in the EU. 

90 million people grow up with it, and 50 million learn it as a foreign language. Many Australians have a German-speaking heritage evident since the 

first wave of migration in 1838. Following the unification of Germany in 1990 and the creation of the European Union, the economic importance of 

the German language is increasing. Accessing international markets requires language and intercultural skills which many Australians already possess 

and can complement by adding German to their skills base. Knowledge of the German language can open doors to a wide range of employment 

opportunities both in Australia and overseas in the commercial, educational, arts, scientific, psychological, chemical, automotive, hospitality and viti-

culture fields, to name a few. Germany invests heavily in the Asia-Pacific region. Germany is Australia's fifth largest import partner, and combined 

German investment in Victoria is worth around 3 billion Euros. Established companies in Australia include Audi, BASF, Bayer, BMW, Bosch, Aldi, 

Deutsche Bank, Miele, Schenker, Siemens, and ThyssenKrupp Engineering.  

Japanese: 

Japan represents a fascinating mix of ancient history and modern technology living in harmony. It is the 3rd largest economy in the world after USA 

and China and is Australia's most mature partner in the Asian region with two-way trade equalling approx. AUD 70 billion. It is Australia's second 

largest export market and third largest source of foreign investment: Japan lacks its own natural resources to fuel its economy, making Australia its 

largest supplier of raw material. This makes Australia a vital strategic partner to Japan's economic strength now and into the future. 

 

In addition to minerals, Japan is also an important market to the Australian agricultural industry for Beef and Wine, the recent signing of the Japan-

Australia Economic Partnership Agreement (JAEPA) will ensure that this strong partnership will continue well into the future. The agreement has 

been heralded as 'historic' and Japan's 'best deal ever' with an agricultural exporter. It gives Australia preferential access for Australian exports and 

will lead to the eventual halving of a number of tariffs on important Australian exports including beef, dairy and wine, thus making Australian pro-

duce more competitive in the Japanese domestic market: this will further strengthen two-way trade and means that Australian producers are well 

positioned to further increase their Japanese market share now and into the future. 

Auslan: 

As Australia's version of sign language Auslan lends itself to a different style of teaching. According to an AUSLAN teacher "There's a lot of interac-

tion, it's hands on and you have to be very aware of your body language. It's like being back in drama class, where you have to mime throwing a ball 

or change your walk to show more of a swagger than a stroll."  

 

A UK study showed that children who were exposed to sign language had larger English-language vocabularies than non-signing children. Three 

other studies showed the following benefits. 

 

Reading ability: 

Sign language involves using your hands, body and facial expressions to communicate with those around you. As it is a visual language, learning this 

language involves using the visual-spatial part of your brain. This is the same part of the brain that we use to learn to read. For this reason, sign lan-

guage can be very beneficial to teach verbal children as it exercises the same part of their brain that is linked to reading. 

 

Spelling proficiency: 

Research also shows that children who learn sign language are more readily able to translate letters and words to the written language. 

 

Self-esteem & Self-confidence: 

Research in both preverbal and verbal children highlights that those children who are exposed to sign language are generally more self-confident 

and have increased self-esteem. 

 

Increased interest in books and literacy skills: 

By using sign language with your child, you are also increasing your child's interest in book and Dr Daniels research highlighted that using sign 

language from infancy through to sixth grade results in improved literacy. 

 

Stimulate Brain Development: 

A language expert, Dr Daniels highlights that learning sign language can stimulate brain development as when learning sign language you use both the 

left and right hemisphere of the brain compared to learning a spoken language, which only uses the brain's left hemisphere. 

Increased Memory Retention: 

When sign language is incorporated into other learning activities, children are learning visually, verbally, and kinaesthetically all at the same 

time-simultaneously engaging children of different learning styles and creating greater memory retention. 

Have a good week. 

Rick Scott 
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Our annual Art Show will be on  
Thursday 3rd November from 6pm – 8:00pm and  

Friday 4th November from 9am - 1:30pm  
in the multi-purpose room 

 
All the artwork exhibited at the show has been created by the students working 
with parents and friends from our school. This year we welcome the children 
from Mount Dandenong Pre School who will be exhibiting their artwork.   

Enjoy the music and finger food while viewing the variety of amazing artworks 
on display. All artwork will be for sale with the buyer nominating the price.  

This year we have some fun Art competitions to enter and a raffle with several 
hampers to be won (raffle tickets will be sent home with your child in the next 
few weeks).  We invite all students, parents, family and friends of our school 
community to our Art Show. We look forward to seeing you. 
Liz Kennedy, Art teacher 

This year we are asking parents if they can donate a “shopping 
trolley” item to add to the raffles which are drawn after the 
Art Show.  
The raffle prizes are typically items like pencils, paints, brush-
es, felt pens, canvases, craft goods or any other art related 
item you can come up with. These could be purchased from 
the supermarket, a $2 shop or an art supply shop.  
Any donations will be appreciated, as a little from everyone 
means a lot when combined. Please leave your donations in 
the box at the office. 
 
Thank you for your support 
Liz Kennedy 
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September  

Birthday’s 

St Michael’s Annual Cup Fair 

 

Join us for a fun day for the whole family at 

St. Michael’s Annual Cup Day Fair.  

 

There’s Trash & Treasure, Cakes & Jams, 

Food Court, Devonshire Teas, Arts & 

Crafts, Plants, Books, Silent Auction, Raffle, 

Toys, Children’s Activities, Bouncy Castle & 
much more.  

 

Where: St. Michael’s Church, 

 Corner Mt. Dandenong Tourist & 

 Falls Roads, Kalorama, 3766 

 

When: Tuesday November 1st, 9 am – 2 pm 

 

See our website for details: 

www.lightinthehills.org.au 

TRASH and TREASURE  
Where:   Farndons Hall in Falls Rd, 
When:    Saturday October 22 
   9.30am - 4.00pm 

No sales before 9.30am 
 

Stallholders welcome 
Stalls must be set up by 9.30am 
 
Cost:  $5 inside the Hall, includes table. 

Stall outside: BYO table or blanket. 
To book a space, please contact Patrick on 
8761 6723 or 0439 30 3434 or e-mail  
padmar@bigpond.com 
U3A Mt. Dandenong and District 

http://www.lightinthehills.org.au/
mailto:padmar@bigpond.com
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TENNIS 
Class on a Wednesday lunchtime for Prep, Grade 1, 2 and 3.  

Class on a Thursday lunchtime for Grade 4, 5 and 6.  

Will start the 12th and 13th of October, second week of school.  

 

To book a spot for your child or for more info contact Lee Patrick on 0412 402 265 

TRASH and TREASURE  
Where:   Farndons Hall in Falls Rd, 
When:    Saturday October 22 
   9.30am - 4.00pm 

No sales before 9.30am 
 

Stallholders welcome 
Stalls must be set up by 9.30am 
 
Cost:  $5 inside the Hall, includes table. 

Stall outside: BYO table or blanket. 
To book a space, please contact Patrick on 
8761 6723 or 0439 30 3434 or e-mail  
padmar@bigpond.com 
U3A Mt. Dandenong and District 

mailto:padmar@bigpond.com
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Possum Cafe 
 

Hope you have all had the opportunity to check out this terms café offerings. The children and some staff are enjoying our spring menu 

with some great feedback.  

Remember that this menu will remain the same throughout the term and copies of the menu are available in the foyer 

and ready to read in our newsletters each week. 

 

Please get your orders in on Thursday morning, clearly labelled with your name, class and order written on the front of an envelope 

with the correct change enclosed.  

 

We are always on the hunt for volunteers in our café on a Friday afternoon between 1230-215 pm.  

Please check out our roster and email solorganic@hotmail.com with your availability and willingness to contribute.  

A big thanks to our keen and savvy wholefood bakers last week. Melinda Saloman, Alix Common and Melanie Hailstone  

all got cooking for our school. 

Students do not forget your hard earned cash for snacks for Friday snack service, and always keep an eye out for our free tasters. 

 

Possum Cafe Working Roster 

Date Name 1 

Friday 21st October 

 

Resident Baker 

1. Maggie Meyer 

2.  

Jackie Monteith 

Friday 28th October 

 

Resident Baker 

1. Maggie Meyer 

2. Skye Blenkiron 

Adele Cotton 

Friday 4th November 

 

Resident Baker 

1. Shauna King 

2. Melinda Salomons 

Melinda Salomons 

Friday 11th November 

 

Resident Baker 

1. Revis Agjee 

2.  

Adele Cotton 

Friday 18th November 

 

Resident Baker 

1.   

2.   

Jackie Monteith 

Friday 25th November 

 

Resident Baker 

1.   

2.   

Amanda Fallon 

Friday 2nd December 

 

Resident Baker 

1.   

2.   

Adele Cotton 

Friday 9th December 

 

Resident Baker 

1.    

2.   

 

mailto:solorganic@hotmail.com
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Elle Naturale Olinda 
 

“Enrich Enliven Restore”  
 

We offer the following massages: 
relaxation, sports, deep tissue, all stages of pregnancy 

Natural Facials 
Reflexology Scrubs 

 
Also available by appointment: 
Kinesiology with David Smith 
Naturopathy with Deb Perry 
Reiki with Lisa Cunningham 
Psychology with Ian Clark 

Sacred Womb Healing with Barbara 
 

Call/text Melinda on 0411 622 445 
or call 03 9751 0199 
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October 2016 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

3 

 

Day One Term 4 

 

Year 3-6 Swimming 

Program 

4 

 

 

 

Year 3-6 Swim-

ming Program 

5 

 

 

 

Year 3-6 Swimming 

Program 

6 

 

 

 

Year 3-6 Swimming 

Program 

7 

 

 

 

Year 3-6 Swimming 

Program 

8 9 

10 

 

Prep Assembly 

11 

 

Student Free 

Day 

12 13 14 

 

34 Science Works 

15 16 

17 

 

School Council 

18 19 20 21 

 

Prep Transition  

9:30—11:00 am 

 

Ring Tailed Possum 

Sculpture being 

installed 

22 

 

Beautification  

Project Working Bee 

9:30—12:30 pm 

23 

24 25 

 

Beautification 

Project Working 

Bee 

3:30 pm onwards 

26 27 

 

Whole school BBQ 

28 

 

Prep Transition  

9:30—11:00 am 

29 30 

31       
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November 2016 

Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

 1 

 

Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 

 

P - 2 

Zoo Excursion 

 

Prep Parent  

Info Night  

7:30 pm 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 

 

School Council 

22 

 

1/2 GP Penpal Picnic 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 

 

Student Free Day 

30 

 

House Athletics 
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December 2016 

Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 

 

Prep Parent BBQ 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 

 

 

13 14 

 

Grade 6  

Graduation 

15 

 

Presentation Night 

16 17 18 

19 20 

 

Last Day Term 

1:30 pm Finish 

21 22 23 24 25 

 

Christmas Day 

26 

 

Boxing Day 

27 28 29 30 31  
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