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Community Lot-

tery 
 

Tickets for the  

Community Lottery, 

both sold  

and unsold,  
must  be returned by  

FRIDAY 27TH MAY. 

Grade 2 Camp 
Well done to our Grade 2 students who had an excellent time on camp. Their behaviour and manners 

were magnificent and their enthusiasm and excitement was infectious. It was great to see them all having a 

go. I was particularly impressed with their efforts to solve problems using team work. 

 
A huge thank you goes to parent helpers Jerome Higgins, Dave Pappas and Matt Gowan for their wonderful 

support and enthusiasm on camp. Thank you also to teachers Emily Press, Krista Carpenter and Janet 

Gertsakis for taking time away from their loved ones to attend camp and provide an excellent experience 

for our Grade 2 students. 

 

Reading With your Children 
Over the weekend I was snuggled up on the couch with my kids, reading The Jungle Book, and had cause to 

ponder over how we managed to instil a love of reading in our children. I followed up on some research 

that was conducted about 4 years ago and have shared a Herald Sun article that conveys the research find-

ings. I encourage you to take the time to read the article included in this newsletter and to please remem-

ber how important it is to read regularly with your children, even those in the upper years of primary 

school. 

 

Trivia Night Prizes 
We have started collecting some wonderful prizes for our term 3 trivia night. If you have a prize or a con-

nection to a business or company that might like to provide a prize or sponsorship we’d deeply appreciate 

it. Please contact the office for more information. We can supply you with a letter of request if required. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support of this exciting fundraising and community event. 

 

Grade 3-6 Cross Country – Friday 20th of May 
Our school cross country for grade 3 to 6 students will take place from 1pm on Friday. Students are en-

couraged to wear appropriate sports clothing and their house colours.  Parents are encouraged to come 

along and help out and support. 

 

Friday Assemblies are Back! 
This week our Friday assemblies return, starting with Grade 3/4L. Our assemblies are an opportunity for 

our students to spend time on stage, public speaking and showcasing their learning to the rest of our 

school. It is a weekly chance for Mt Dandy to celebrate the excellent learning that takes place. 

Good luck to grade 3/4L 

 

Congratulations Mrs Howell 

We would like to congratulate Jody and Jonathan Howell on the birth of their second child.  

Lucy Mabel Howell was born on Sunday and mother and child are well. 

 

Reminders from last week 

 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 2016 
The PRC is back and students from Prep to Grade 6 are encouraged to join. Each year we have many stu-

dents enjoy the challenge which improves their reading and rewards their efforts.  This year parent helper 

Adele Cotton will be coordinating the Challenge for us. 

An entry form can be collected from the office. Good luck boys and girls. 

Thumbs Up To: 
 The teachers and parent helpers on Grade 2 camp 

 Jody and Jonathan Howell on the birth of Lucy 
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News and Views cont’d….. 

Proof of benefits of reading to children 

Reading to children six to seven days a week puts them almost a year ahead of those who are not being read to. It was also found that 
reading to small children has a positive effect on the development of numeracy skills. 
 
''It does appear to be the case that children who are read to more often keep doing better as they age than other children,'' said Professor 
Guyonne Kalb, director of the institute's Labour Economics and Social Policy Program, and co-author of the study. 
 
The research - which was funded by the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development - found the positive outcomes oc-
curred in children regardless of parental income, education level or cultural background. That is, children with poor backgrounds or par-
ents of limited education or ability have the same benefit of being read to frequently. 
 
''We wanted to try and determine whether reading itself is leading to better outcomes, or do parents who read to their children have 
other things going on,'' Professor Kalb said. 
 
''We worked with children representing a whole range of families, from all different backgrounds and economic circumstances. We found 
it doesn't matter if a child is from a poor or rich family, or if the parents are highly educated or not, doing this basic thing of reading to 
them leads to better developmental outcomes.'' 
 
The longitudinal study followed the reading skills of more than 4000 children, aged four to five years in 2004, through to age 10 to 11. 
 
Victorian Minister for Children and Early Childhood Development Wendy Lovell said the research was ''an exciting step forward'' in under-
standing the importance of reading to young children. 
 
''These findings send a clear message to parents, grandparents, teachers and carers that the benefits of reading go way beyond a shared 
bonding experience.'' 
 

Read more: http://www.smh.com.au/national/proof-of-benefits-of-reading-to-children-20130302-2fd7s.html#ixzz48mhmSAjg  
(Source: Sydney Herald Sun) 
 
Key Findings  
The frequency of reading to children at a young age has a direct causal effect on their schooling outcomes regardless of their family 
background and home environment.  
 

 Reading to children at age 4-5 every day has a significant positive effect on their reading skills and cognitive skills (i.e., language 

and literacy, numeracy and cognition) later in life. 

 Reading to children 3-5 days per week (compared to 2 or less) has the same effect on the child’s reading skills at age 4-5 as being 

six months older.  

 Reading to them 6-7 days per week has the same effect as being almost 12 months older.  

 Children read to more frequently at age 4-5 achieve higher scores on the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy 

(NAPLAN) tests for both Reading and Numeracy in Year 3 (age 8 to 9).  

 These differences in reading and cognitive skills are not related to the child’s family background or home environment but are the 

direct result of how frequently they have been read to prior to starting school.  (source: Department of Education and Training) 

 

MELBOURNE researchers have proven what parents have intuitively known all along - the 
more often you read to your children from an early age, the greater the positive effect on 
their reading and thinking skills. 
 
The Melbourne Institute of Applied Economic and Social Research has not only proven a 
causal effect between the frequency of reading to a child and his or her development, but 
have also for the first time measured the benefits. 
 
Children four to five years old who are read to three to five times a week have the same 
reading ability as children six months older (who are read to only twice or less a week). 

http://www.smh.com.au/national/proof-of-benefits-of-reading-to-children-20130302-2fd7s.html#ixzz48mhmSAjg
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Enjoy a break with a  

Massage or Natural Facial  

It’s a fast & effective way to relax and unwind  

 

Call or text Melinda 0411 622 445  

at Elle Naturale Olinda  

Shop 1 / 1606 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd 

Olinda  

www.ellenaturaleolinda.com.au  

Open every day!  

We now have available the services of a Na-

turopath and a Music and Art Therapist/

Fresh 

Eggs  

Availa-

ble 

 
If you’d like to 

receive half a 

dozen fresh 

eggs for the 

Art News 
 

We are in desperate need of 

newspaper to cover our art 

room tables.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please leave the newspaper on 

the table outside the Art room. 
 

Thank you 

Liz Kennedy 

Term 2 Canteen Roster 2016 

Date  Names Resident Baker 

Friday 20th May Shauna King Melinda Salomons 

Friday 27th May  Gibson Family 

Friday 3rd June Sharyn Johnson Adele Cotton 

Friday 10th June Shauna King  

Friday 17th June  Adele Cotton 

CANTEEN TERM 2 2016 
 

Possum Café is a fantastic school community 

initiative that functions only with the support 

of its students and their families. We are now 

building a great team of parents that are con-

tributing their foodie skills, time and ideas to 

our café.  

We are however still in need of a few more 

volunteers for the café service on Fridays at 

12:30 – 2:00pm. Please see the office or email 

Shauna at solorganic@hotmail.com 

mailto:solorganic@hotmail.com
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Mount Dandenong Primary School  

will be holding a Trivia Night in August 2016 
 
As part of the night’s activities, we will be holding a raffle, silent auction and a major auc-

tion.  To maximise the funds we can raise, we would love to ask for your support. If you, or someone within 

your networks are able to help with prizes, it would be greatly appreciated (prize ideas – dinner vouchers, 

wine,  spa treatments, accommodation, merchandise, beauty  

products, sports equipment, sport activities, adventure activities). 

    

Our aim for the night is to raise $5000.  These important funds  
will be used to develop an outdoor shaded learning area in the place where the two 

portable classrooms have just been removed.   

 

Please contact Jackie Monteith 0403 861 558 or  

Sharyn Johnston 0438 575 579 if you are able to  

assist.  You can also hand any donations to the front office.   

 

I would like to thank the McPeake family for their very, very gen-

erous donations. 
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May 2016 
Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

      1 

 

Chestnut  

Festival 

2 3 4 5 

 

Mother’s Day 

Stall 

6 

 

Mother’s Day 

Stall 

7 8 

9 10 

 

NAPLAN  

Testing 

 

Grade 3-6 

Cross Country 

11 

 

NAPLAN 

Testing 

12 

 

NAPLAN 

Testing 

 

Grade 2 Camp 

13 

 

 

 

 

Grade 2 Camp 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

 

Years 3-6 cross 

country. 

1pm onwards 

21 

 

22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

 

School Council 

AGM 

31      
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June 2016 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 

 

Public  

Holiday 

Queen’s  

Birthday 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 

 

School Finishes 

2:30 pm 

25 26 

27 28 29 30    


