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News and Views...  

8 School Days Left 
As you read this edition of Mount 
Dandy Newsletter, there will likely be 
only 8 school days left in the year. 
Staff have discussed the importance 
of teaching structured content right 
up until the end of the school year 
and you can expect your child to be 
kept on task. Of course, there will be 
themed activities and end of year 
celebrations, but our main focus is to 
ensure the gap between this year and 
the next doesn’t begin early! Your 
child’s attendance is just as important 
at this stage of the year as it has been 
all throughout the year. 
 
Grade Structures for 2016 
Today we announced our 2016 class 
structure and all of our students spent 
from 9.30 until 1.00pm transitioning 
into their 2016 class. It was fantastic 
to see so many excited children en-
thusiastically participating in get to 
know you activities.  
 
Parent Helpers Morning Tea  
11.00am Wednesday 16th 
The staff of MT Dandy would like to 
invite all of our super parent helpers 
to enjoy a morning tea provided by 
the staff. We’d appreciate the oppor-
tunity to thank those parents who have volunteered their time in one way or another to benefit our school. It 
will take place in the staffroom straight after the Junior Christmas concert. Hopefully we will have many parents 
come along and enjoy this opportunity. 
 
Presentation Night – This Friday at 7.30pm. 
Our students have been eagerly rehearsing for our presentation night. This is our opportunity as a community to 
celebrate our Grade 6 students that are graduating and to enjoy a school event featuring every child. Tickets are 
$5 and can be purchased from the office. 
 
Staff Farewells 
At the end of the year we are farewelling 5 valued staff members, who have taken opportunities at other 
schools. 
We say farewell to Ms Kean (Badger Creek Primary School), Ms Csabi (Teaching in NT), Mrs Sinclair (Woori Yal-
lock PS), Michael Smedley (Croydon Community School, OPTIONS Program) and Mrs Boulter (Albert Park PS). 
We’d like to thank them all for their marvellous service to our school and community and wish them the very 
best for the future. We will hold a farewell assembly on Monday morning at the end of our regular Monday as-
sembly. 
 

Continued over the page... 
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Class Code/Grade/

Program 2016 
Staff Member 

(001) Prep Laura Blake 

(121) 1/2 Janet Gertsakis and Emily Press 

(122) 1/2 Krista Tomlinson 

(341) 3/4 Anne Boal 

(342) 3/4 Liz Kennedy and Jody Howell 

(343) 3/4 Michelle Lawrence 

(561) 5/6 Sarah Lawson 

(562) 5/6 Anni Smart and Rosie Brehaut 

    

Art Liz Kennedy 

Music Claire Somerville 

PE To be announced 

Reading Int John Burgan 

Education Support To be announced 

ES - Admin 
Julie Francis 

Louise Jones 

Leading Teacher – 

curriculum and welfare 
Anni Smart 

Principal Mike Leonard 

FRIDAY 11th DECEMBER 
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Wishing Tree 
There is only 5 weeks until Christmas! Each year we set up our own Wishing Tree in the foyer. The tree will be in our 

foyer on Friday 20th November.  The Wishing Tree provides an ideal way to teach our children to think of others, espe-

cially those less fortunate. 

Simply choose a tag from the tree: 
YELLOWYELLOWYELLOW   – for children in Grades Prep – 2 
GREENGREENGREEN   – for children in Grades 3 and 4 
REDREDRED   – for children in Grades 5 and 6  

 

Purchase and wrap an appropriate gift, attach the tag and place it under the tree. Including your child in the choice and 

wrapping of the gift is a great idea! 
The gifts will be collected on Monday 14th December and will be passed on to “ Steps Outreach Service” (Concern Aus-

tralia) which provides support for young homeless people. 

Thank you for your support. 

This is a list of suggestions if you are unsure what to buy for the Wishing Tree 

 Any NEW items that you think are suitable would be appreciated. 
 

0-5 years: a strong plastic toy, Duplo, cars, dolls, books, dinosaurs, Peppa Pig, Octanauts, In The Night Garden, Giggle 

and Hoot etc toys. Look in the pre-school section in any of the major stores. 

 

5-12 years:   Girls – Barbies, Lego, tea sets, books, Smiggle products, stationery 

    Boys – Lego, cars, football/soccer ball/basketball, books, torch 

 

Teenagers:  Girls – make-up or body lotion set (Body Shop gift set or Dove travelling set), nail polish, diary/journal, 

soap/bubble bath set, candles, perfume, backpack. 

     Boys – cap, sports equipment, wallet, drink bottle, backpack, Lynx travelling set, sports socks and art 

equipment. 

 
Olinda Pool Opening 
Congratulations to all those involved in the process of reopening the Olinda Pool. It was a long hard fight, and in the end a resilient and focussed 
community group banded together and achieved a fantastic result for our community. Local community pride was clearly evident at the opening 
ceremony on Saturday and I couldn’t be more proud of our students who were involved in the process. Congratulations also go to our students who 
sang the National Anthem at the opening ceremony. 
Well done to one and all. 
 
Library Books Returned Please 
We are now conducting a stocktake of our library and there are still a number of books missing. Please look carefully at home for any school library 
books and return them straight away. Thank you 
 
1.30 Finish on Friday the 18th of December. 
Please note that all students will be dismissed at 1.30 PM on Friday the 18th following a farewell assembly for our grade 6 students. OSHClub will 
operate from this time for those who require that service. There will be no option for bus travel on this day so please make alternate arrangements 
for your child/children. 
 
School Levy for 2016 
This week we have sent home the school levy information and payment request for 2016. As agreed at school council we are going to trial book 
packs for all students. This means that when you have made your financial contribution you will be able to collect your child’s books and requisites 
for the coming school year. Payment instalments are available. 
We encourage you to take the book pack home and cover and name each item and then bring the entire book pack back to school on your child’s 
first day for use throughout the year. Your financial contribution also covers costs of school supplied items such a coloured paper, worksheets and 
other materials not contained in the pack. 
 
Thumbs Up To: 

 The Olinda Pool Committee and local community for achieving such a wonderful outcome 

 All those thoughtful and generous students and families who have left a present under our giving tree 

 The students who not only acquired a leadership position for next year but also those who bravely applied and had a go. Well done. 

 
Thank you, Mike Leonard and Annie Smart.  

News and Views... Continued from page 1 
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Mount Dandy School Magazine 
2015  

Don’t miss out on your copy of  the annual Mt Dandy School Magazine 
for 2015. This professionally printed magazine is only available on order, so 
to guarantee a copy of  this great keepsake complete the order form below 
and return with $8 per copy.  The magazine contains an entry from every 
student, photos and great memories of  the special events and happenings 

throughout the year.  
Orders must be received before by Friday 11th December  

 

 
 

Please provide …………………………………………………………  
 

of  grade ………………….. with …………. copies of  the  
 

2015 Mt Dandy Magazine.   Enclosed $8 per copy. 

Presentation Night 2015 
Friday 11th December, 7.30 pm 

Our end of year spectacular will be held at the ‘George Woods Performing 
Arts Centre’ at Yarra Valley Grammar, Kalinda Road, Ringwood. 

This evening of entertainment is an end of year celebration when every 
grade performs their own unique musical item and we have the chance to 

farewell our graduating grade 6 students.  
Award winners are announced and next year’s house and school captains  

introduced to the school community. 
The ticket cost of $5.00 will provide you with a first rate view of this fabulous 

event. Tickets are now available from the office. (No reserved seating) 
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Happy  

Birthday  
to all our  

Students and 

Staff born in  

November and  

December 
Art News 

At the end of each term one boy and girl 
from Grades Prep to Grade 6 will receive an 
Art certificate and prize for their interest, 
enthusiasm and creativity in Art.  
 
Congratulations to the following students 
who have received an award for Term 4: 
 
Arrowne, Maeve G., Chelsea, Lachlan T., 
Celia, Ethan B, Hannah, Chase, Percy, Ruby 
G., Eloise, Thurston, Liam L., Mahni 
 

Congratulations to… 

Arts Captains 2016 -  

Performing and Visual Arts:  

Lilly McCheyne, Eloise 

Vernon, Tabatha Bott, 

Erin McPeake 
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Enjoy a break with a  

Massage or Natural Facial  
It’s a fast & effective way to relax and unwind  

Call or text Melinda 0411 622 445  

at Elle Naturale Olinda  
Shop 1 / 1606 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd Olinda  

www.ellenaturaleolinda.com.au  

Open every day!  

Now offering:  

Fertility massage with Carol Day 

Music/Art therapy/Counselling with Sarah Strachan  

Naturopathy with Deb  

 
A limited amount of places are still 

available for 2016 

Surrounded by cool temperate rainforest and lyrebird song 

is our happy kinder community. 

We offer both a three year old 'Waratah' program (2 x 3 

hour sessions per week) and four year old 'Lyrebird' pro-

gram (3 x 5 hour sessions per week). 

Both programs offer a positive and play based approach to 

learning, guided by the children's interests.   

A limited amount of places are still available for the 2016 4 
year old program. Please contact Enrolment Officer Nikki 

Kouris for more information on 9751 0555 or at  
enrolments@mtdandenongpreschool.com.au 

Don’t forget when you purchase from The Good Guys in Canterbury 

Road, Bayswater to ask for your “Bayswater Bucks”. You only have 

to mention Mt Dandenong Primary School at the checkout and the 

store will give you a Reward Voucher to pass onto the school equal-

ling $1 for every $25 spent at the store. Over the years we have been 

able to purchase much needed equipment using this generous offer. 

WANTED—Grounds Keeper 
 

We are looking for a local person to 

mow the school grounds and slash grass 

areas on a casual basis. 

 

Must have: 
 

 Full insurance 

 Own equipment 

 Working with children’s check 

 

Please submit a price to the  

MDPS Buildings and Grounds  

Committee by  

Friday the 4th of December. 

 

Contact Mike Leonard for  

further information. 
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December 2015 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 6 

7 8 

Orientation Day 

and Prep BBQ 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Presentation Night 

12 13 

14 

Prep—2 Swimming 

Fun Day 

15 16 

Grade 6  

Graduation 

 

Parent Helpers 

Morning Tea—

11am 

17 

 

18 

Last day of Term 4 

1.30pm dismissal 

19 

 

20 

21 22 

 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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January 2016 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 

Staff return 

28 

Curriculum Day— 

No students at 

school 

29 

Grade 1 –6  

students return to 

school 

30 31 


