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News and Views...  

Mount Dandenong Primary School – From Good to Great 
The staff at Mt Dandy utilised yesterday’s curriculum day to begin drafting our next 4 year strategic plan. After a 

presentation from Senior Education Improvement Leader, Phil White, we identified our strategic priorities for 

the next four years. 
Staff are working in teams on each improvement area to focus on and take us on our journey from good to 

great and the planning has begun. 
So far our areas for improvement are on researching and implementing a whole school ‘Wellbeing Program’ that 

focus’ on student wellbeing and engagement and will encompass our RICH values. A focus on our whole school 

approach to Literacy with a particular attention to our writing program the teaching of writing and it’s assess-

ment across the school is the second of our improvement areas. The last area for improvement is the implemen-

tation of a more effective assessment schedule that will ensure student achievement is tracked throughout each 

child’s school journey allowing more focussed teaching and support along with a reporting system for parents 

and students that takes place as assessment tasks are completed. 
It is our intention to complete the strategic plan for presentation to school council by November and to have it 

ratified and completed in readiness for the end of the year. 
We will use the remainder of this year to complete work we have been doing on improving and articulating our 

reading and spelling programs. 
I would like to thank all of the community including students, parents and staff who have contributed thus far 

towards our strategic review.  

 

That Sugar Film – Rave Reviews 
Last week we held a community screening of That Sugar Film. Many families attended and were not only treated 

to a high quality documentary that exposed the truth about the amount of sugar contained in everyday foods but 

also to an excellent question and answer session with the lead actor and film writer Damon Gameau. I was im-

pressed with the high quality questions asked by the audience, in particular by our students and am grateful to 

Damon for taking time out from his hectic schedule to support our community.  
Our students are all learning about health this term with our grade 5/6 students drawing inspiration for their 

studies from Damon’s film. If you weren’t able to come along to our screening I recommend you take the time 

to watch this documentary at home. It certainly has made me more carefully consider what I eat. 

Thank you to Melissa Viers for putting us in touch with Damon and making this happen. 

 

MDPS Community Footy Tipping 
Congratulations to Mick Heron who won our 2015 AFL Footy Tipping competition. Mick finished three ahead of 

his closest rival with 141 correct tips and is our lucky winner of one dozen eggs. Good on you Mick! 

 

Reminders From Last Week 
 

Planning for 2016  

During the next few weeks we will be focussed on the 2016 indicative Student Resource Package (School Budg-

et) for our school and the staffing structure this will accommodate at Mt Dandenong PS next year.  In terms of 

class sizes, the Prep to Year 2 grades will continue at around 20 - 24 students whilst those at Years 3 - 6 com-

prise numbers between 25 - 28 students. We would also expect to continue our current commitment in the 

provision of our specialist and support programs. 

 

Student Planning and Placement for 2016 
Teaching staff are now beginning discussions regarding the placement of children in grades for 2016.  This is a 

complex task as there are many factors to take into account to try and get the best mix for all students to learn 

to their utmost ability.  When developing class lists, teachers ensure that each class has an equitable spread of 

boys and girls with a range of academic abilities.  Student compatibility and behaviour is also taken into account 

and students are placed with some friends with whom they work well.  This process takes many hours of consid-

eration and planning with the main objective being to place students so that their learning potential is maximised. 

 

Continued on page 2... 
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Book Club 

Due 
Monday  

October 26th. 
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I would ask that if you have matters that are of interest to the educational wellbeing of your child, please send written request to me by Friday Octo-

ber 16th. This of course is not a case of parents selecting teachers for their children, but rather an opportunity for me to gain an insight into the 

matters you see as important to the educational wellbeing of your child, and to consider this carefully in the allocation of students to classes. This 

information may be shared with teaching staff, if it is required, when considering student placement for 2016. Please contact me if you have any 

further queries in this area. 

 

Families leaving the school 
Please assist us with planning for 2016 by providing written notification if, due to moving out of the area or changed family circumstances, your child 

will not be attending our school next year.  

 

Thank you, Michael Leonard and Anni Smart.   

News and Views...  Continued from page 1 

Thursday 22nd October 6pm-8pm and Friday 23rd 
October 9am-11am. 
Our annual Art Show is in its fourth year. The students have worked with 

members of our local community and parents to create some wonderful piec-

es for the exhibition. We hope all families can make it along to what should 

be a fabulous show. 

 

Raffle  - Art hampers 
As part of this year’s Art Show we are running a raffle to win some fabulous hampers filled 

with art supplies.  
Please support our Art program by selling your raffle tickets to family, friends and neighbours 

to go into the prize draw. Further information and the raffle tickets will be sent home with 

your child this week.  

 

Raffle – Derwent Fine Art pencils (pictured)  
Raffle tickets to win a beautiful boxed set of Derwent Fine Art 

Pencils valued at $285 are available at the Art Show on Thursday 

22nd October and at the office.  
This raffle will be drawn separately to the raffle for the hampers 

of art supplies. The tickets are $1 each  
We would like to thank the local business, “Little Chips Hand-

crafts”, for the generous donation of this prize. 
 

Desperately seeking donations… 
Can you donate an item for our art hampers? 
 
This year we are asking parents if they can help out by donating item to add to the hampers. 

The hamper prizes are typically items like; 
pencils, paints, brushes, felt pens, canvases, craft goods or any other art related item you can 

come up with. In supporting the raffle you help to ensure the ongoing success of the wonderful 

Art program at our school. Donations can be left at the office. 
 

Many thanks for your support 

Liz Kennedy and Michelle Lawrence 



 

 

Mount Dandenong Primary School  Farndons Road, Mount Dandenong 3767  www.mtdandps.vic.edu.au  

Telephone—03 9751 1136  Fax—03 9751 2332  mount.dandenong.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Page 3                                                                            The Mount Dandy News 



 

Mount Dandenong Primary School  Farndons Road, Mount Dandenong 3767  www.mtdandps.vic.edu.au  

Telephone—03 9751 1136  Fax—03 9751 2332  mount.dandenong.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

  

 

Page 4                                                                            The Mount Dandy News 



 

 

Mount Dandenong Primary School  Farndons Road, Mount Dandenong 3767  www.mtdandps.vic.edu.au  

Telephone—03 9751 1136  Fax—03 9751 2332  mount.dandenong.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Page 5                                                                            The Mount Dandy News 

PLEASE SELECT FROM OUR  DELICIOUS WEEK 2 MENU AND BRING YOUR ORDER WITH THE COR-

RECT CHANGE TO SCHOOL ON THURSDAY. 
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Cancer Council Victoria - Relay for Life 

2015. “Driven by Dave” Team’s Annual 

Fundraising Event 

Heroes & Villains 

Trivia Night 

 

Saturday 17th October 

7pm 

 

MDPS Multi-Purpose Room 

Tickets $20.00 (Adults Only) 

To Reserve Your Table -  

Phone Ali:  0425 757 476 

MDPS  TENNIS COACHING 
Some exciting news for term 4 at Mount Dandenong PS— There will 

be tennis coaching on a Wednesday at lunch times. This will be availa-

ble to Preps, grade 1 and grade 2 to begin with. The first Wednesday 

of term 4, 7th of October, will be a free trail lesson for all Preps to 

grade 2 who are interested.  

 

Classes will be full of fun, excitement, energy and will use the ANZ 

hotshots modified tennis equipment, that makes learning the game of 

tennis easy.  

 

Cost will be $80 for the term, which will get your child 8 lunch time 

lessons that will run for 50 min. All students who wish to play will 

need to get a sign up sheet from Lee, the tennis coach, and return it to 

Lee filled out by your parents. Looking forward to some great tennis 

in term 4.  
 

Lee Patrick, Tennis Australia Club Professional Coach 

Enjoy a break with a  

Massage or Natural Facial  
It’s a fast & effective way to relax and unwind  

Call or text Melinda 0411 622 445  

at Elle Naturale Olinda  
Shop 1 / 1606 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd Olinda  

www.ellenaturaleolinda.com.au  

Open every day!  

Join me for free meditation every Wednesday morning at 9.15am 

Tue 3rd November, 9am - 2pm 

St. Michael’s Annual Cup Day Fair 

Cnr. Mt. Dandenong Tourist & Falls Roads,  

Kalorama, (Melway: 52H11) 

Join us for a fun day for the whole family at St. Michael’s Cup 

Day Fair. There’s Trash & Treasure, Cakes & Jams, Food 

Court, Devonshire Teas, Arts & Crafts, Plants, Books, Silent 

Auction, Toys, Bouncy Castle & much more. See our website 

for details or call 0413 009 413. 

www.lightinthehills.org.au 

Free event 

http://www.lightinthehills.org.au
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October 2015 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

First day of Term 4 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth  

 

That Sugar Movie 

6pm Start 

6 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 

7 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 
 

8 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 
 

9 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 

10 11 

12 

Curriculum Day—

Student Free Day 

13 14 

 

15 16 17 18 

19 20 

 

21 22 

MDPS Art Show 

6pm-8pm 

 

23 

MDPS Art Show 

8:30am-11:00am 

 

Prep Transition 1 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 

Music Count Us 

In—12:30pm 

30 

Prep Transition 2 

 

World Teachers’ 

Day 

31  
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November 2015 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

30      1 

2 3 

Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 

2016 Prep  

Information  Night 

7:30pm 

11 

Soiree Grade 3—6 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 

SLU Market 

21 22 

23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 
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December 2015 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 6 

7 8 

Orientation Day 

and Prep BBQ 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Presentation Night 

12 13 

14 

Prep—2 Swimming 

Fun Day 

15 16 

Grade 6  

Graduation 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

Last day of Term 4 

20 

21 22 

 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     


