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News and Views...  

Welcome Back to Term 4 
It is hard to believe that term 4 is here already. I spent the first week of the school holidays on a fishing trip with 

my son and despite the poor weather we managed to catch a few. The second week was spent catching up on 

some chores and work for school. A highlight was participating in the Light the Night walk on Friday which is to 

raise funds and awareness for blood cancers. It was a beautiful evening for a great cause. 
 

I (Anni) had a lovely holiday also. My mum and sister came for a visit from Queensland – just in time for the 

great weather. We spent the weekend at Phillip Island doing all the usually touristy things. Last week I enjoyed 

catching up with girlfriends, having lunch and just enjoying the beautiful weather. 

We hope you all managed some wonderful family time and are ready for a big term 4. 

 
Planning for 2016  

During the next few weeks we will be focussed on the 2016 indicative Student Resource Package (School Budg-
et) for our school and the staffing structure this will accommodate at Mt Dandenong PS next year.  In terms of 

class sizes, the Prep to Year 2 grades will continue at around 20 - 24 students whilst those at Years 3 - 6 com-

prise numbers between 25 - 28 students. We would also expect to continue our current commitment in the 

provision of our specialist and support programs. 

 

Student Planning and Placement for 2016 
Teaching staff are now beginning discussions regarding the placement of children in grades for 2016.  This is a 

complex task as there are many factors to take into account in trying to get the best mix for all students to learn 

to their utmost ability.  When developing class lists, teachers ensure that each class has an equitable spread of 

boys and girls with a range of academic abilities.  Student compatibility and behaviour is also taken into account 

and students are placed with some friends with whom they work well.  This process takes many hours of consid-

eration and planning with the main objective being to place students so that their learning potential is maximised. 
 

I would ask that if you have matters that are of interest to the educational wellbeing of your child, please send a 

written request to me by Friday October 16th. This of course is not a case of parents selecting teachers for their 

children, but rather an opportunity for me to gain an insight into the matters you see as important to the educa-

tional wellbeing of your child, and to consider this carefully in the allocation of students to classes. This infor-

mation may be shared with teaching staff, if it is required, when considering student placement for 2016. Please 

contact me if you have any further queries in this area. 

 

Families leaving the school 
Please assist us with planning for 2016 by providing written notification if, due to moving out of the area or 

changed family circumstances, your child will not be attending our school next year.  

 

Landscaping Work Completed 
Thanks to the generosity of Richard Bellemo and his suppliers we now have a much safer and usable embank-

ment behind the SLU building. Richard kindly did the works at well below the regular cost to support our 

school. He and his crew have removed the steep slippery path and replaced it with an amphitheatre type ar-

rangement that includes a meandering path from the upper level to the oval. 
We have about two hundred plants donated by the Yarra Ranges Shire to be planted in this area in the coming 

weeks. We will organise a community planting day to get this done. Please wander down,  have a look and enjoy 

the space. 

 

Curriculum Day on Monday 12th October – OSHClub is available 
Please remember that next Monday is a curriculum day and students are not required to attend school. OSH-

Club is available for those families who wish to use this service. Please book as soon as possible. 
The teachers will be working together to prepare the strategic direction of our school for the next four years. 

Our theme is ’From Good to Great’ and we will be focussing on the recently completed strategic review. 

 

Canteen News 
As you are aware, our canteen has been re-invented for Term 4 and we are looking forward to some delicious  

meals. However, they are in desperate need of help. Please add you name to the list in the office. 
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Emergency Management Procedures 

 

School Closures on Code Red Days 

 

Should there be a predicted Code Red day all school community members will be notified via a letter sent home with the 

students, TiqBiz notification and an SMS message three days prior to the predicted closure to inform them. One day prior 

to the closure day/days another letter, TiqBiz notification and SMS will confirm the closure. When final confirmation is 

given it will not be altered regardless of changes in weather conditions that may occur. 

 

If the school is closed, nobody will be on site. This includes all staff and students. The Out of School Hours Care Pro-

gram will also be closed. 

 

Families will be required to make alternate arrangements for the day. 

 

It is recommended that you enact your fire plans on these days. 
  

 

Active Fire Procedures 
 

In the event of an active fire occurring in the area all students will be evacuated to the safer place which currently encom-

passes the Qucksmart room and Grade 3/4 rooms and the multi-purpose room. Parents will be notified that this has taken 

place via an SMS message. 

 

We ask that you do not come to the school to collect your children, at this time, as the potential for traffic closures and 

hazards, which in such conditions could result in tragic consequences as was the case in the Black Saturday fires. Parents 

will again be notified via SMS when the CFA, DEECD and Emergency Services deem it safe to collect the students. 

 

Please note that the school’s Safer Place is not a community refuge and we discourage you from using it as a plan of ac-

tion in your family’s emergency management plan. 

 

Sun Smart – Term 4 
During terms 1 and 4 all students are required to wear wide brimmed or legionnaire style green school hats to protect them from the Suns harmful 

UV rays when they are outdoors. Those students who do not have a hat will be required to play in the undercover area adjacent to the junior play-

ground at recess and lunch time. 
We also encourage all students to bring a pop top style drink bottle, with water only in it, for consumption during the day. Students are permitted 

to have these at their tables in class. 

 

Asbestos Removal Notice 

Our unused portables are going to be transported to another school by the end of this term and in preparation for the move any asbestos con-

tained in them has to be removed prior to transportation. As such the Department of Education have organised for these works to occur on the 

12th of October by qualified contractors. 

Please note that whilst contractors will be on site during the day no asbestos removal will take place until after 6.30pm. Whilst the amount of as-

bestos is small we ask that all of our community members and staff are not onsite from 6.30pm onwards.  

We are able to resume at regular starting time the next day. 
 

Have Fun Miss Tomlinson 
Miss Tomlinson is currently enjoying a cruise while she is on Long Service Leave we hope she has a great time. Mr Mulvogue is replacing Miss Tom-

linson for the next two weeks. Welcome Mr Mulvogue. 

 

Extra Curricula Activities 

Chess Club returns this Wednesday and all grade 3 – 6 students interested are encouraged to collect a notice from the office. 
Tennis Coaching for prep to 2 students starts with a free trial session on Wednesday at lunchtime. Students interested are encouraged to join in. 

They will receive a sign up form at the trial session to take home afterwards if they are interested in participating. 

 

Thumbs Up To: 

 Thomas and Jenny who cared for our chooks during the holidays 

 

Thank you, Michael Leonard and Anni Smart 

News and Views...  Continued from page 1 
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Thursday 22nd October 6pm-8pm and 
Friday 23rd October 9am-11am. 
Our annual Art Show is in its fourth year. The students have worked with members of 
our local community and parents to create some wonderful pieces for the exhibition. 
We hope all families can make it along to what should be a fabulous show. 

Raffle  
As part of this year’s Art Show we are running a raffle to win some fabulous hampers 

filled with art supplies. Please support our Art program by selling your raffle tickets to family, friends and neighbours to 
go into the prize draw. Further information and the raffle tickets will be sent home with your child this week.  

Can you donate a trolley item? 
This year we are asking parents if they can help out by donating a shopping trolley item to add to the hampers. The ham-
per prizes are typically items like; pencils, paints, brushes, felt pens, canvases, craft goods or any other art related item 
you can come up with. In supporting the raffle you help to ensure the ongoing success of the wonderful Art program at 
our school. Donations can be left at the office. 

Art Show – Help wanted please… 
This year we have 200 pieces of art that require framing using pre-cut cardboard mounts. We will be having a Working 
Bee in the Art room on Saturday 17th October to frame and display this artwork.  
Due to the large number of pieces needing to be framed, if you are able to assist prior to this Working Bee, please see me 
in the Art room on Tuesday or Wednesday or leave a message at the office.  
 

Thank you, Liz Kennedy 

MOUNT DANDENONG PRIMARY TENNIS COACHING 
Some exciting news for term 4 at Mount Dandenong PS— There will be tennis coaching on a Wednesday at 

lunch times.  
This will be available to Preps, grade 1 and grade 2 to begin with. The first Wednesday of term 4, 7th of Octo-

ber, will be a free trail lesson for all Preps to grade 2 who are interested.  

 
Classes will be full of fun, excitement, energy and will use the ANZ hotshots modified tennis 

equipment, that makes learning the game of tennis easy.  

 
Cost will be $80 for the term, which will get your child 8 lunch time lessons that will run for 50 

min. All students who wish to play will need to get a sign up sheet from Lee, the tennis coach, 

and return it to Lee filled out by your parents. Looking forward to some great tennis in term 4.  

 

Lee Patrick, Tennis Australia Club Professional Coach—M: 0412402265.  
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Girls Night In 
 

Fundraiser for Cancer Council 

8 pm on Saturday 10th October 

Venue:  St Michael’s Hall 

Cnr Falls and Mt Dandenong Tourist Rds 

Sequel to a movie about a certain exotic hotel 
(copyright prevents name  being published) 

Enjoy a break with a  

Massage or Natural Facial  
It’s a fast & effective way to relax and unwind  

Call or text Melinda 0411 622 445  

at Elle Naturale Olinda  
Shop 1 / 1606 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd Olinda  

www.ellenaturaleolinda.com.au  

Open every day!  

Join me for free meditation every Wednesday morning at 9.15am 

Cancer Council Victoria - Relay for Life 

2015. “Driven by Dave” Team’s Annual 

Fundraising Event 

 

Heroes & Villains 

Trivia Night 

 

Saturday 17th October 

7pm 
 

MDPS Multi-Purpose Room 

Tickets $20.00 (Adults Only) 

To Reserve Your Table -  

Phone Ali:  0425 757 476 
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October 2015 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

First day of Term 4 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth  

 

That Sugar Movie 

6pm Start 

6 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 

7 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 
 

8 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 
 

9 

 

Years 3-6  

swimming at  

Kilsyth 

10 11 

12 

Curriculum Day—

Student Free Day 

13 14 

 

15 16 17 18 

19 

School Council 

20 

 

21 22 

MDPS Art Show 

6pm-8pm 

 

23 

MDPS Art Show 

8:30am-11:00am 

 

Prep Transition 1 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 

Music Count Us 

In—12:30pm 

30 

Prep Transition 2 

31 

World Teachers’ 

Day 
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November 2015 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

30      1 

2 3 

Melbourne Cup 

Public Holiday 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 

2016 Prep  

Information  Night 

7:30pm 

11 

Soiree Grade 3—6 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 

 

18 19 20 

SLU Market 

21 22 

23 24 

 

25 26 27 28 29 
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December 2015 
Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 6 

7 8 

Orientation Day 

and Prep BBQ 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Presentation Night 

12 13 

14 

Prep—2 Swimming 

Fun Day 

15 16 

Grade 6  

Graduation 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

Last day of Term 4 

20 

21 22 

 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     


