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Message from Sally…
As the term draws to a close I marvel at all we have already achieved in a
short period of time. Whether it be within the classroom, on an incursion, at a
sports day, on camp or at a community event, our students have
enthusiastically embraced the opportunities they have been granted to learn
more and expand their horizons. It is wonderful to see the Mount Dandy RICH
values are always central in the students’ actions and achievements.
Year 3/4 Camp
Last week the Year 3/4 students along with their teachers and some wonderful
parent helpers trekked off to the Forest Lodge Camp in Jack River. When I
arrived on Thursday morning I was immediately impressed by how engaged
and excited the students were to participate in so many exciting adventure
activities. The students enjoyed the giant swing, abseiling, canoeing, bush
cooking, hut building, a low ropes course, orienteering and team games. They
also went on a night walk, had a dip in the pool and performed original acts in
their ‘Red Faces’ showcase.
The kids were superbly behaved and really represented our school proudly.
They all got so much out of this experience away from home with their
classmates and I know they’ll have memories to treasure for a lifetime. A huge
thank you to Sarah, Alison, Levi Potier and Suzanne Herbert who made this
experience possible for our students. You are amazing!
Fabulous Fundraisers
I would like to thank the Fundraising Committee for all the hard work they put
into raising much needed dollars for our school. These fabulous parents have
really gone the extra mile lately with preparations for the Bush Dance, a
sausage sizzle at House Sports Day, the Easter raffle and the Hot Cross Bun
Drive. Their efforts are truly tremendous and make a huge difference to our
programs at school. Keep an eye out to learn about what exciting
programs we will be fundraising for next!
Mountain Bush Dance
Thank you to those families who supported the Bush Dance with
the Ferny Creek crew. It was a fabulous night with lots of fun,
great music and good food for those who went along. Yee-ha!

Little Fern Film Festival
The Little Fern Filmmakers wowed their audience with some
sensational films and animations at their inaugural Film Festival on
Friday the 22nd of March. What a wonderful celebration of their creative
ambitions and achievements. Congratulations to all involved!
Upcoming Curriculum Day: Friday 10 May
On Friday the 10th of May we will have a curriculum day to focus on a
new school-wide spelling program called ‘SMART Spelling’. SMART
Spelling is an approach that supports teachers to teach spelling well.
Teachers start by teaching the meaning of words to expand vocabulary and then break
words into syllables, sounds and letter patterns (graphs, digraphs and trigraphs) following a
simple routine that is in the SMART Spelling course.
The day’s learning will take place at Selby Primary School and will also be
attended by other local schools including Kallista, Sassafras and Olinda
Primary Schools. There will be no school for students on this date. Thank you
for your understanding.
Anzac Day Commemorations
This year with Anzac day falling so early in Term 2, we have decided to hold
our special school assembly on Monday 29 April at 9.30. More details to
come at the start of next term.
For those who would like to mark this occasion on the actual day locally, on
the 25th of April there will be a dawn service at Ferny Creek Memorial, the
corner of Sherbrooke Rd and Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd at 6.30am, followed
by a march and service at the Sassafras Village Green at 10.30am.
Parent Volunteer Needed for the Library
Do you consider yourself a wiz with some clear contact? Think you
know your way around a bookshelf? Well then we need you! We are
looking for someone (or more than just one) to volunteer some time
to help in our library. Tasks include covering books and cataloguing
items. Timing can be flexible to suit you. Please see Sally or Anne if
you can spare some time.
End of Term
This Friday is the last day of term and we look forward to the
spectacular Easter hat creations the children will wear in the parade
starting at 9.15. The Easter raffle winners will be drawn and
announced straight after the parade – even more reason to come
along and watch!
I hope that over the holidays you enjoy some relaxation and fun with your loved ones and friends. For
those travelling near or far, stay safe and have a wonderful time. Please remember to inform us if you will
be away for any extended period of time.
School will finish at 2.30pm on Friday the 5th April and we return for the start of Term 2 on Tuesday
23rd April.
Warm regards,
Sally

TERM 1 & 2 CALENDAR
Tuesday 2nd April - SLU Market
Friday 5th April - Easter Hat Parade 9am - 11am
Friday 5th April - End of Term One. 2.30pm finish
Tuesday 23rd April - Start of Term Two.
Thursday 25th April - ANZAC Day holiday.
Thursday 2nd May - District Athletics (Years 3 - 6)
Friday 3rd May - Cross Country (Years 3-6)
Friday 10th May - Curriculum Day (no students at school)
Thursday 16th - Friday 17th May - Year 2 Camp at Mt Morton, Belgrave Heights.

MERIT AWARDS
Spencer L – for excellent reading, listening, manners, friendship and always trying his best.
Malia R – for her amazing efforts with her writing! I love how independent you’re become during
our writing sessions.
Finlay P – for his resilience kindness, effort in his work and being an all-round prep superstar!
Fodey H – for writing an excellent Compare and Contrast that was well structured and used
interesting vocabulary.
Indira McL – for always working hard and maintaining focus in her learning.
Aden B – for sensational attitude towards learning and all school activities.
Campbell H – for enthusiasm towards the preparation and planning of his SLU market stall.
Sam B – for being incredibly hard working and laser-focused during our unit on Area and
Perimeter.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY,
MARCH
BABIES!

PLEASE NOTE
Possum Cafe will be closed this Friday due to the early finish with end of term.
See you next term!

The last two weeks at OSHClub have been very busy! Two weeks ago, we looked at the different
games our friends across the world play. The children loved playing Daruma, a Japanese tag game.
We also played a few different games indigenous to Australia! Last week we shared all our talents
with each other, with the aims of teaching each other something new. Maeve L. taught some of the
girls how to plait! Whilst we were busy, we still missed our grade threes and fours while they were on
camp, we hope they had a great time.
This week we are looking forward to getting ready for Easter! With lots of activities planned, its sure
to be a very busy week at OSH.
Just a friendly reminder that on Friday the 5th of April, school finishes at 2.30pm and we will be
running OSHClub from 2.30-6. As an existing parents, you will need to ensure that you have selected
the ‘early finish’ option on Kidsoft. If there are any queries, please call the service on 0419 915 649.
Have a happy and safe holidays!

Fundraising News
That ol’ chestnut, the Kalorama Chestnut
Festival, will be held on Sunday 5th May. Our
fundraising committee have lots of fun stalls
planned for this year’s Festival with more
information to come when we return for Term
Two. But a heads up - we would dearly love
donations of any chocolate bars (see examples
below) for an EPIC CHOCOLATE TOSS plus
Lucky Jars will again be back if you are looking
for an activity for the school holidays. More on
these stalls and more next newsletter. Thanks
all, and thanks so much for your fantastic
support of the Bushdance, Easter Raffle and
Bunraiser. Hot Cross Buns will be available at
school on Friday.
Happy Easter!

